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WE would like to take this opportunity of wishing all our readers a Happy Chanukah, a Merry 
Christmas and a healthy 2011 and we offer them this montage to ponder over. They may even 
have a small competition with their nearest and dearest over the festive season to see if they can 

remember where these street names and signposts were in relation to the old Jewish East End and to 
the current Aldgate and Whitechapel. One or two streets may have disappeared altogether, by the way.

If this collection of names 
has stimulated your memory 
cells, we add that Philip 
Walker, from whose website 
we have taken this material, 
asked us to tell you that he 
would be happy to receive 
any material.“I welcome 
contributions to my website, 
particularly stories and 
anecdotes. I also love photos, 
please send them in!” So 
contact him at olamgadol@
blueyonder.co.uk.

Review
In this edition we have 

reviewed his excellent 
personal site on our back 
page and would recommend 
all those who have relatives 
who came from the area to 
spend a little time over the 
festive season to consider 
the passage of time and 
possibly to plan a trip 
down memory lane before 
it disappears altogether.

Finally, we, too make 
our annual appeal for new 
authors and new ideas 
and thank you for your 
continuing support.

SO YOU THINK YOU 
KNOW THE EAST END?
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A most exciting 
discovery
by saul issroff

GENEALOGY started for me in childhood, listening 
to my grandmother, Chana Dvora, talking about Lita 
(Lithuania), the family, living conditions and the 

physical nature and beauty of the countryside.
She had lived in South Africa since 1905, but in a remote 

area some 100 miles from a city. She had lived on a farm and 
only came to live in the city about 45 years later.

She never quite mastered English and spoke in a garbled 
mix of Yiddish, Afrikaans, English and Russian. She was a 
kind and warm person who often spoke about her parents 
and described the little wooden house they had lived in—a 
place called Pamusha (now Pamusis, near Linkuva1), and 
the forests and the River Musa.2

So, I grew up inspired with a yearning to go and see 
the place where my family had lived and where my father 
had been born. With the fall of the Soviet Union and the 
establishment of an independent Lithuania this became 
possible. However, had it not been for the serendipitous 
moment of my picking up a leaflet as I was exiting the Jewish 
Book Fair in 1992—promoting a talk by Sallyann Amdur 
Sack on Russian Jewish archives and the establishment of 
the JGSGB—I may never have got going in this obsessive 
pursuit of ancestor worship. 

In 1994 I attended my first IAJGS conference in 
Jerusalem and four of us went on to visit Lithuania I had a 
few photos taken by my father when he and my aunt went 
back in 1923 and apparently erected a tombstone for their 
grandmother, my great-grandmother, Grunja, who married 
Noach Girs (Hersch, Hersman) bat David Mer (Meir). (See 
above.)

We had arrived in Linkuva late in the morning, and Chaim 
B, our enterprising guide, had located an elderly retired 
schoolteacher with local knowledge. She first took us to the 
small one-roomed museum in the high school. 

Inscription on the 

tombstone

Grunja Gersch (Girs, 

Hersch/ Hersman)

Here lies

Our dear mother

The important woman

And the generous “lady”

“Mrs” Grunja daughter 

of David

Left the land of the living

At 58 years (old)

Died 11th day of the 9th 

month Tishri (1911)

May her dear soul rest 

in peace.

Continued on page 24

One of the exhibits was a school register for 1941, 
showing the names of Jewish children, crossed out in red 
ink with the dates when they had been killed. We were taken 
to the sites of mass murder. There are two known sites, one 
in the forest of Dvariulai, and Veselkiskiai, one for women 
and children, one for men.

We eventually located the Jewish cemetery, about 
two miles out of the town. It is fairly large, 10-15 acres, 
overgrown with bramble and bushes in many places. The 
most recent tombstones were dated 1939. There are no maps 
and no burial registers. Few people in the town even knew 
of the existence of a Jewish cemetery, our guide had to ask 
several people.3

Searching the cemetery
Armed with a picture of my great-grandmother’s 

tombstone, set in an impressive brick “mausoleum” and 
with an unusual shape, narrower at the top than the bottom, 
I started walking diagonally across the cemetery to the far 
corner. Within a few minutes I literally stumbled over this 
stone, partially covered in grass. The bricks had disintegrated 
and only the granite stone was still intact.

It was as if I had been guided there by an invisible hand. 
I cannot, in any way, be considered a spiritual person, but 
this shook me and I think I became extremely emotional. 
We cleaned up the stone, rubbing it with fine sand found 
in the area, and said Kaddish, the memorial prayer for the 
dead. This gave me a sense of connection to my family and 
their past.

It also led me to further research. My grandmother had 
three sisters in Lithuania. They were all killed in the Shoah, 
but they and their families were never spoken about. She and 
her brothers went to South Africa, four of her nephews also 
came later. No one spoke about the family who were killed 
but I had heard all their names over the years.

Grunja Z, one of her nieces, my father’s first cousin, 
survived the Siauliai and Riga ghettos, Stutthof and Dora 
Mittelbau concentration camps. She made aliyah from Riga 
in the early 1970s. 
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From the editor

PHiliP Walker’s favourite family photo—showing 
his mother, her sister, their baby brother, mother (my 
grandmother) and “nurse” c 1917.

 Why? Because it tells 
a story. The way the family 
is dressed, representing 
aspiration. The family were 
so poor and yet their look is 
one of hope for the future.

 The nurse is from 
Alice Model’s Jewish 
Maternity Hospital in 
Underwood Street (Mother 
levy’s) and evokes the 
way in which the Jewish 
community created its own 
“welfare state” at a time 
before there was ever such 
a thing. 

  My Russian grandmother died at 28 in the flu epidemic 
of 1918 and the family moved in with an aunt and her six 
children in Skidmore Street. They were dependant on help 
from the Jewish Board of Guardians and so, above all, 
the picture represents the hardship and hope of East End 
life and the ability of our people to help each other to rise 
above adversity and prejudice, surely a model for other 
communities to follow?
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AS there are 22 items in this expanded edition I thought 
that it would be helpful to highlight just a few and 
to give you a preview of our policy and some titles 

for the next year.
Articles by Saul issroff and Tova Beer and another 

from Rosemary Wenzerul show how seemingly insoluble 
problems can be resolved with perseverance. Jeanette 
Rosenberg has written a model article on researching 
ancestors from Germany. A unique collections of letters to and 
from London by friends who were in Prague in 1939 show the 
historical importance and emotional depth of the written word.

A social aspect of genealogy has been explored in 
the two articles on B’nai B’rith and Anthony Joseph 
has continued our geographic series with an overview of 
the Jewish community of Birmingham. Silversmiths and 
jewellers of Birmingham are mentioned in the paper on 
Arnold Wertheimer and two contrasting characters from 
that city are the subjects of Doreen Berger’s “Footsteps”.

What about next year? Our spring edition will have 
a special emphasis on Leeds which celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of the Jewish community by a historical fair on 
28 November 2010. Ann lightman’s article in this edition 
is a curtain raiser for the next edition. Nigel Grizzard will 
present an article on the “Windows of the Shadwell Lane 
Shul and the people they represent”, Malcolm Sender will 
write on “Top Hill Cemetery” and Heinz Skyte will provide 
a paper on “Dynasties”. We intend to continue this series 
with articles on the East End of London.

We hope that the cover page and the accompanying 
article will prompt the memories of those of you who were 
born, lived or had family in this part of London where the 
buildings that survived the Blitz are disappearing under the 
bulldozers. I suggest that you rush there to take your own 
photographs or go with one of the excellent guided tours 
before it is too late.

We are also considering other cities for future editions, 
including Bristol, and would welcome suggestions. We 
hope that this approach will encourage contributors who can 
write in depth about a segment of their family or community 
history with all the social, economic and architectural 
background which brings such material alive. The most 
effective articles trace the gathering of the information, just 
like a detective story, with references for readers who may 
wish to tread the same path. Entertainment, with perhaps a 
touch of humour, is an important element rather than simply 
archival minutiae which belong to a family archive.

Elliott Porte has just completed his mammoth eight-year 
project on recording the tombstones at Edmonton Cemetery 
and we shall also publish his article in the next edition which 
will start a new series on cemeteries. We have published two 
articles on “My most exciting discovery” or “The discovery 
which changed the course of my research” and this series 
will continue. We welcome articles from you on any of these 
subjects, as well as the more traditional areas.

BERNARD VAlMAN, Editor, bvalman@aol.com
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The elusive 
Henry Goldston
by rosemary wenzerul

I have been researching this family for nearly 30 years and 
there are just two children of Rev Abraham and Amelia 
Goldston that I have been unable to find.
The first was Levy Myer Goldston born 13 January 

1861 in London but after the 1881 census he disappeared 
completely. The second was Henry Goldston. Both men were 
my great-uncles. As you will see from my research, you 
must never give up because, eventually, you will strike gold.

I believe Henry Goldston was the youngest of nine children 
born to the Rev Abraham and Amelia Goldston (née Levy). 
According to his birth certificate (see below) he was born on 
15 February 1877 at 1 Sandys Row, Bishopsgate, London, E. 
At that time his father was rabbi at Sandys Row Synagogue 
and in later years two of his brothers were also ministers; 
Nehemiah at South East London Synagogue and my 
grandfather Isaac at the New West End Synagogue.

According to the Jews’ Free School records, he was 
admitted to the school on 12 June 1882 and discharged on 
7 February 1890 and is registered as Henry Goldstone. After 
a long gap I then found reference to him when my great-
grandfather Rev Abraham Goldston died, his obituary in the 
Jewish Chronicle (JC) dated 5 January 1906, showed him 
as living in Idaho in America.

When his mother, Amelia (née Levy) died, the JC 
obituary dated 8 September 1916 said he was then living in 
Hoquiam, Washington and finally, the obituary for his aunt, 
Esther Levy (née Goldston) dated 23 September 1918, gave 
his address as being in San Francisco.

To try and find where he lived in America, I had looked 
at the United States Census for 1910 and 1920 and also the 
death records but to no avail as he was not on any records.

About 10 years ago, I found new cousins in Canada, 
who, too, were passionate about their family history 
but unfortunately they had no information about Henry. 
However, they sent me a copy of a page in their family bible, 
see below, which showed him as Henry James Goldston, who 
died on 6 March 1921 in Bremerton in America.

I do not know from where he got the second name of 
James as his birth certificate only showed one first name. 
They also mentioned that he was known as Harry.

I now had his death details so I looked up the above 
records again in case they needed his second name, or 
whether he had used Harry rather than Henry, but again 
nothing showed up. I then Googled “Bremerton Cemeteries” 
and just one item came up—Ivy Green Cemetery.

Great, I thought, so I e-mailed them and received a reply 
stating that they had no record of Henry, Henry James or 
Harry James Goldston who had died on 6 March 1921 being 
buried there, so again, I had come to a dead end as far as 
I was concerned.

In July, I received an e-mail from Karen Goldston, an 
American researcher, who was researching the Goldston 
family who lived in Edinburgh and Stockton-on-Tees, 
whom I had hoped some time in the future we can link to 
our Goldston family.

However, I am indebted to her as she has taken so much 
trouble on my behalf in researching my side of the family 
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1861-?

Joseph
1862-1921

Nehemiah
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Hannah
1867-1940
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1868-1918
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1871-1934
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1873-1947
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1875-1959

Henry
1877-1921

Abraham Goldston
1833-1905

Amelia levy
1835-1916

m

The Goldston tree

and has come up with an amazing number of documents 
which without doubt led us to find Henry.

Name changed
Two weeks later, I heard from my cousin Darlene in 

Canada saying a relation had told them that they thought 
Henry had dropped his surname of Goldston and changed his 
name to Harry JAMES. So, my search began again. Karen 
was kind enough to look at the 1910/1920 US Census for 
me and we struck gold.

In the 1910 census he was living at 217, 8th Street, 
Hoquiam, Chehalis. He was single, a lodger, occupation 
theatre manager and his year of immigration was 1893. The 
1920 census showed him living at 1001 Washington Avenue, 
Bremerton City, Kitsap, in Washington State.

I searched for “Hoquiam History” and found a 16-
page document on www.historylink.org with numerous 
photographs supplied by the Washington Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation, one of which was 
an actual postcard from 1910 of 8th Street.

I then looked for “Ivy Green Cemetery” and found yet 
another link which showed “Find A Grave” and they had 
a photo of his grave. Sadly, it only shows his name, Harry 
JAMES 1877-1921, no family names, no indication of his 
real name and no religious inscription.

I e-mailed the cemetery as I always like to keep a record 
of the actual grave location. The superintendent replied, not 
only with the details I had asked for but he took the trouble 
of photographing the grave for me; people are really so kind 
and thoughtful.

Prior to this, I had contacted both Karen and my Canadian 
family. The latter said they were leaving for a week’s holiday 
and had intended to visit Bremerton to see what else they 
could find out about him. The superintendent of the Ivy Green 
Cemetery e-mailed me again to say he had met my cousins. 
He must have been amazed, after nearly 90 years, to have 
had two enquiries within the same week!

The photo above is rather touching. It shows Darlene and 
Nathan Yampolsky after having placed two stones on their 
great-uncle’s grave after so many years.

They found out he underwent an autopsy, so called the 
coroner’s office to try and get the records but they only went 
back to 1930. However, they suggested contacting the state 
archives, which they will do in due course.

Darlene and Nathan found out, through the Hoquiam City 
directories, that he was the manager of the Novelty Theatre in 
Hoquiam and from the census was a musician, unfortunately 
not the Harry James —rather a shame.

Not finished yet
Darlene then found the manifest of the Beaver Line, 

SS Lake Huron which sailed from Liverpool on 8 August 
1896 and arrived in Quebec on 18 August with Henry 
Goldston on board, aged 20, single, a school master, living 
at 54 Grove Road, visiting a cousin (?R) J. Nieto 1247 or 
1217 Souter Street, San Francisco (and guess what?) we 
have no idea who this cousin is.

However, I did look up the 1900 US Census and found 
a Jacob Nieto and his family living in Bush Street, San 
Francisco. The JC, 23 June 1893, stated that Rev Nieto went 
from Sheffield to take up the position of minister with the 
Shearith Israel Congregation in San Francisco. Amazingly, 
this synagogue still exists, so I have written to the archivist 
to see if she can help us further. I await her reply.

So here we go again . . . watch this space in another 30 
years’ time!

Working as a team and sharing resources has brought 
this mystery to near fruition. However, without the 
unprecedented help of both Karen and Darlene, this would 
never have happened.
l The author is a previous council member and author 
of Tracing Your Jewish Ancestors, A Guide for Family 
Historians and various guides in the JGSGB Jewish 
Ancestor series.
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Elizabeth, and was able to obtain a copy of the file relatively 
easily (a small charge was involved). Jonathan then took the 
lead in researching this article.5

Arnold’s trading activities were hardly likely to account 
for his September 1880 trip to Basutoland (present day 
Lesotho). There was little to trade there and there was a 
war on too. This was the clue to our second breakthrough: 
he was going there to fight.

Two tireless and hawk-eyed librarians at the main library 
in Port Elizabeth scoured the twice-weekly local newspaper, 
The Eastern Province Herald, and found that Arnold, listed 
simply as Werthainer (sic) had left for Basutoland on 25 
September (the day after the photograph was taken) on the 
SS Lapland as part of No 2 Company of the Prince Alfred 
Volunteer Guard.6

The Basutoland Gun War 1880-1881
In 1880, the Cape Colony in South Africa was part of the 

British Empire, subject to the rule of Parliament on behalf of 
Queen Victoria, but as they and she were stuck in England, 
she appointed a governor, who in effect ruled the colony.

In theory, the colony covered most of what are now 
three provinces, the Western, Eastern and Northern Capes, 
but not surprisingly the borders were porous, particularly 
in the Eastern Cape, and there were nothing like enough 
regular soldiers around to prevent repeated incursions and 
insurrections by the local inhabitants.

The Basotho people had been sold weapons by the Boers 
in the Orange Free State, who had no love of the British 
administration. In 1878 the colonial government had passed a 
law to disarm the locals and in 1880 they decided to enforce 
this in Basutoland. While some Basotho leaders were happy 
with this, many were not and openly rebelled.

by Martin nicholson

WE seldom annotate our family photos as 
conscientiously as we should for the benefit of 
succeeding generations. Our Victorian ancestors 

were no better. My family has in its possession a bulky 
album of cartes de visite, the small portrait photographs that 
sprang into fashion in the second half of the 19th century. 
These belonged to my great-grandmother, Julia Levi (née 
Wertheimer). We can identify few of the sitters but one 
does stand out for the wealth of information it gives in just 
a few lines.

Over the usual elaborate logo of the photographer, C 
Dickinson of Port Elizabeth, South Africa, is written: To dear 
Julia from her loving brother Arnold, sent before leaving for 
Basutoland 24 September 1880. These lines open a window 
on some dramatic pages in the life of an ancestor about whom 
we know hardly anything.

In an article for Shemot in 20041 I described the success 
my father Carroll Nicholson had in tracing the Jewish 
ancestors of my mother (née Nancy Esther Levi) back to 
a distinguished rabbi from Altona, near Hamburg, Akiba 
Wertheimer (c 1778-1835). One of Akiba’s sons, Meyer, 
settled in Birmingham as a jeweller in 1847, married Miriam 
Nathan and had four children before his death at the age of 
only 48. The family tree on page eight shows:

Flora, who married George Myers (originally from 
Chelmsford). He ran a wholesale jewellers business, Walter 
and George Myers, in Birmingham.2

Julia, my great-grandmother, married Phineas Harris 
Levi, born in Exeter. He founded the Birmingham 
silversmiths firm of Levi and Salaman.3

May, who married Siegfried Emil Steinhart. He was 
originally from Germany and features in various documents 
as a merchant in Birmingham.

Arnold.
This article is about Arnold, although two of his brothers-

in-law will figure in the story later. Until we discovered 
the cartes de visite, all we knew about Arnold, from his 
birth certificate, was that he was born on 12 June 1859 and, 
from the 1861 Census, as a two-year-old he was living at 1 
Northampton Street, Birmingham, with his family. Now we 
know that in 1880, aged 21, he was living in South Africa.

I asked Saul Isroff at a JGSGB conference what Arnold 
might have been doing there. Trading, most probably, was 
Saul’s reply, and if, like many, he went bankrupt, there might 
be a file on him in the National Archives of South Africa.4

This tip gave us our first breakthrough. The National 
Archives has a searchable database that within seconds 
revealed a file dated 1885-1886 on the “Insolvent Estate of 
Arnold Wertheimer”. By coincidence my younger brother 
Jonathan is currently living in Grahamstown, east of Port 

Arnold Wertheimer: 
a picture that tells a story

Arnold 
Wertheimer, 
aged 21, 
1881



Shemot, Volume 18, 3—7

Poorly equipped and less familiar with the terrain than 
the Basothos, the colonial government failed to quell the 
rebellion and eventually handed the territory back to the 
imperial government to rule direct. This, incidentally, is why 
Lesotho was never part of the Union of South Africa, nor 
of the present day Republic of South Africa, despite being 
enclosed by it on all sides.

Prince Alfred’s Guard was established in 1856 as the Port 
Elizabeth Volunteer Rifle Corps, but it assumed the patronage 
of Prince Alfred, Queen Victoria’s second son, following 
a visit the prince paid to Cape Colony in 1860. The visit, 
including the role of some of Prince Alfred’s Jewish hosts, 
was entertainingly written up in Adam Yamey’s article in 
Shemot in March 2006, Prince Alfred shlepped here.7

The regiment was a unit made up of volunteers who 
undertook regular training much like today’s Territorial 
Army. The Basutoland campaign of 1880-1881 was only the 
second time the unit had seen action. Hostilities had begun 
in earnest earlier in 1880, and by September there was an 
urgent call for volunteers to go to the Basutoland front for 
six months’ service.

Exciting events
Here we can follow Private Arnold Wertheimer over 

the next 48 dramatic hours of his life. He was among those 
who, on 23 September, joined the enthusiastic parade of 
members of the regiment at 8.0 pm at Port Elizabeth Town 
Hall to offer his services. It was not 
a foregone conclusion that his offer 
would be accepted, as there were 
more volunteers than places available, 
so a ballot was held. Amid much 
excitement each volunteer stepped 
forward in turn to draw a ticket.

A red ticket (of which there were 
just enough to make up the quota) 
meant you went, a white ticket meant 
you remained.8

Arnold must have drawn a red 
ticket as, on the following day, 
Friday 24 September, he went to the 
photographer C Dickinson to sit for 
the carte de visite that he sent his sister 
Julia and also to the outfitters, Messrs 
Barnett & Co, to collect all or part of 
his uniform.

Everything was being done in a 
rush. The Eastern Province Herald 
was unable to get a complete official list of the members 
of the force before it departed and had to beg it from the 
outfitters, which is how we know who they were. There was 
every reason to hurry, as next day they marched through 
patriotic crowds, band playing, to set sail on the SS Lapland 
for East London.

This port city, 200 miles east of Port Elizabeth, provided 
a rail link to Queenstown, 125 miles to the north, from where 
the regiment had to march more than 180 miles to the border 
encampment, which they reached on 16 October. Arnold’s 
name is not mentioned in reports of the fighting as apparently 

he did not display any noteworthy heroism. The regiment 
did take part in the first-ever bayonet charge in battle by a 
troop of volunteers! He and No. 2 Company returned safely 
to Port Elizabeth on 19 February 1881, on SS Venice.

Prince Alfred’s Guard seems to have gone through a lean 
period on its return from Basutoland, but they managed to 
build an imposing drill hall in Port Elizabeth, which stands 
as a national monument, and to wine and dine each other.

We next see Arnold Wertheimer, now promoted to 
sergeant, in August 1883, playing a 
leading role in organising a field day 
at Uitenhage, a few miles north of Port 
Elizabeth, and officiating at a dinner for 
No 2 Company in the evening.

Reporting the occasion, The Eastern 
Province Herald noted that “the energetic 
Sergeant Mr Wertheimer” had recently 
rejoined his company after having paid 
a visit to the mother country. Lists of 
sailings confirm that he left Port Elizabeth 
on 6 April and returned on 16 July 1883. 
Assuming a three-week journey, this 
would have given him less than two 
months in England.

He still  found time to sit  for 
another portrait by a leading London 
photographer, his kinsman Frank Haes, 
which he annotated on the back: For 
Julia.9 Here he is a rather more self-
assured and self-regarding young man 

than three years previously in Port Elizabeth. To judge by 
later documents he was probably feeling a bit cocky, as he 
was in the process of drumming up sufficient capital for his 
next business venture.

Circumstantial evidence suggests that on return to 
the Cape he bought up the business of one J C Schofield 
and traded as “J C Schofield & Co, Market Square, Port 
Elizabeth, Importers and Agents”.

This advertisement runs regularly in The Eastern 
Province Herald from August 1883 until November 
1884. Four months later comes a notice in the Cape Town 

Map of colonial South Africa showing the position of 
Basutoland, now Lesotho, and Port Elizabeth
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Government Gazette of 3 March 1885 announcing the 
sequestration of “the Estate of ARNOLD WERTHEIMER, 
lately of Port Elizabeth, Merchant, trading under the Style 
or Firm of J. C. SCHOFIELD and COMPANY”.

The legal proceedings to wind up the estate, all 
meticulously reported in The Eastern Province Herald, are 
rather an anti-climax. Arnold himself, as the Government 
Gazette implied and later court sittings confirmed, had by 
that time left the country and none of his creditors turned 
up in person, though three from Europe had representation.

The only details of Arnold’s trading activities to be 
revealed came in a rather pathetic auction of his effects on 
2 May 1885, when 99 cases of liqueurs, one case of 8,000 
cigars and eight cases of gasoline were put up for sale.

Very little sold: 60 of the cases of liqueur were 
“abandoned” by the trustees as “they are not worth the duty”. 
As the final indignity, a bull of which Arnold owned half 
“excited no competition, being in bad health and condition”. 
There was practically nothing left for the creditors.

insolvent
No court room dramas, then, but what had excited us as 

family historians when we saw the “Insolvent Liquidation 
and Distribution Account of Arnold Wertheimer”, sent to my 
brother by the national archives in Cape Town, was that two 
of the three creditors were Arnold’s own brothers-in-law, 
mentioned at the beginning of this article.

The largest creditor, Cramer Haighton & Co, is 
unknown to us, although the company appears briefly in the 
Amsterdam archives and may have been the supplier of the 
cigars. The second creditor, Levi and Salaman, was the firm 
owned by Phineas Harris Levi, husband of the “dear Julia” 
of the carte de visite, and the third creditor, listed simply as 
Mr G Myers, must surely have been the husband of Arnold’s 
eldest sister Flora. He seems to have put up the money in a 
private capacity not under the name of his firm.

Clive levi
(1874- 1939)

m Eleanor Buchanan
(1874-1951)

Nancy levi
(1907-1993)

m Carroll Nicholson
(1908-1987)

Martin levi
(1903-1989)

Martin (Meyer) Wertheimer 
(1814-1863)

m  Miriam Nathan
(1825-1901)

May
(1856-1937)

m  Siegfried Steinhart
  (1853-1925)

Arnold
(1859-?)

Flora
(1851-?)

m George Myers
(1841-?)

Julia
(1855-1944)

 m  Phineas levy
  (1848-c1910)

Robin
(1934-)

Martin
(1937-)

Jonathan
(1942-)

Caroline
(1944-)

Simplified Wertheimer 
family tree

Arnold then disappears from view as mysteriously as 
he arrived. My mother’s brother, Martin Levi, who knew 
his grandmother Julia best in her later years, told my father 
that she never mentioned Arnold. No surprise if he had 
squandered some of her husband’s hard-earned money.

Nonetheless, the window on his life opened by a single 
photograph gives an insight into the man and his times that 
is in many ways more precious than a wealth of biographical 
detail. A timely tip, our man on the spot and the dedicated 
work of the Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown librarians have 
made this a breakthrough to savour.
l The author, a former member of the diplomatic 
service, is trying to balance family history with writing 
his memoirs.
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We do have hard 
evidence that the 
Likhtmakher family 
were in Vilnius1 and 
they became the 
Lightmans of Leeds.

Long ago, I was 
to ld  tha t  Es the r 
Sarah, (Etha) single-
handedly and almost 
blind, brought her 
young family of five 
over to England. 
However this was 
n o t  p r o v e n  b u t 
it seemed that the 
common pattern of 
immigration was in play. The two brothers, accompanied 
by a sister (to housekeep?) arrived first, possibly together.

Hard evidence
The first confirmation of a Lightman in Leeds is the 

marriage of Victor (Avigder) Lightman, a bachelor cabinet-
maker to Rebecca Levy, 19, spinster on 25 March 1885.

The evidence that Louis (Sender-Iankel?) was in Leeds 
by 1886 comes from a most unlikely source, a chance find 
on the Internet, the Australian Police Journal.2 Louis was 
involved in an event reported in the Melbourne newspapers.3

 On 30 April 1890 he went to the mortuary to identify 
the body of a young women found floating in St. Kilda’s 
Bay. He thought it could be his fiancé Pauline Levy, his 
brother’s sister-in-law, recently arrived from Leeds but who 
had disappeared. However, it was not her, as within days the 
police had found her in Mildura, married to Alexander Reid, 
a man she met on the boat.

The report gave details of Louis, who had emigrated to 
Victoria in 1886 from Leeds: “A cabinet-maker he secured 
a well-paid job with the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus 
Company’s Carriage Works after he arrived”.

A cousin who lived with her grandfather believes he went 
to Australia twice as she was told about how he worked for 
six months in the Outback to pay for his ticket. It is probable 
that his two lives in Australia, one in paid employment in 
Melbourne and one in the Outback, were consecutive rather 
than separate.

The first record of their sister, Rachael, is on 23 February 
1887 when, aged 21 she married David Moses, 22, a tailor, 
in Leeds. Her marriage certificate stated that Myer, her 
father, was as a peddler. This column was blank on Victor’s 
certificate but he was declared a cabinet maker on Louis’s 
first marriage in 1892, as well as on Esther’s death certificate.

The 1891 census confirms the three sibling’s presence in 
Leeds, with both Victor and Rachel having young families. 
It is not until 1901 that the mother, Esther Sarah and two 
more sisters appear: Annie (m Burnstein/Burns) and Hilda 
(m Room).4

However Victor’s will, written in 1921, listed three 
additional sisters: Gnedlia (m Kuraskis), Deborah (m 
Balliveicon) and Bertha (m Gellerman). The first two 

The Lightman 
family of Leeds
by ann lightman

THE Leeds Jewish community  are  shor t ly 
commemorating the founding on 4 September 1860 
of the first purpose-built Leeds synagogue. So it 

seemed a good time to write about a family who played a 
prominent role in the early years of the synagogue and the 
community—the Lightmans.

They were 1880s Ashkenazi immigrants from Vilnius 
in Lithuania and my interest in the family arose in 1974 
when I married into the family and from the tales I have 
been told. These involved famous names such as Montague 
Burton (“He came over on the same boat”—wrong) and 
Michael Marks (“Lent him the barrow he started business 
on”—possible).

My initial Lightman family tree dates back to when I 
was a new bride and needing to differentiate between my 
husband Clive’s maternal and paternal relatives but my 
active research is more recent (10 years or so) and was 
aided by an international network, while I concentrated on 
the local history element because we are the last holders of 
the Lightman name, but not the genes, in Leeds.

As more people became involved, more family legends 
arose. One such was that the family was related to the Gaon 
of Vilnius (the “magician of Vilna”), also known as Elizjah 
ben Solomon Zalman (1720-1797), who became a hero to his 
people when one of the cannon balls used by the Tsar’s army 
to quell the 1794 Polish revolt lodged in the synagogue roof. 
He read the Torah seven times and the bomb did not explode.

Using on-line resources the family has been traced back 
to Iosel Likhtmakher (1751-1843) and one of his grandsons 
born c 1829 was named Zelman . . . a tentative link to say 
the least.

Also, someone in the family was “cabinet-maker to the 
Tsar” . . . not that unlikely given that the two Leeds brothers 
were skilled woodworkers and the number of palaces the 
Tsars built. Perhaps the term was extended to cover anyone 
working on public contracts?

These unproven legends were fun to explore and increase 
one’s knowledge of family background although we will 
never know whether there was any truth in them.

Meier leizerovich m
c 1834-1896

Etha Movshovna
c 1840-1919

 Avigder
1859-1928

Gnedlia*
1861-?

S-Iankel
1863-1945

Rakhil
1865-1939

Annie
1867-1961

Hilda
1873-1944

The Lightman’s tree, 1901

Avigder = Victor
Sender-Iankel = louis
Rakhil = Rachel
Etha = Ester-Sorka
* Gnedlia did not travel to leeds
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remained in Vilnius and are presumed not to have survived 
the Holocaust because a family member remembered 
receiving letters with Polish stamps arriving until the 
outbreak of World War II. Bertha lived in Munich and 
escaped to America, where her family still lives.

Contributors
The two brothers contributed much to Leeds and the 

Leeds Jewish community. Victor played a leading role as 
President of the Leeds Jewish Board of Guardians, (LJBG) 
a post he held from 1908 until his death in 1927. In that 
capacity he may have met ancestors of many of your readers 
who passed through Leeds, as his job then was “hands-on”: 
the applicant for help would personally present their case to 
one or more of the committee.

Both brothers were involved with the Belgrave Street 
Synagogue when Louis’s daughter, Lily, married L A 
Gillinson on 9 August 1916. “Mr A Davis presented the bride 
with a silver rose bowl, subscribed for by the Belgrave-street 
congregation in view of the fact that her father had been for 
a number of years officially connected with the synagogue.”

One of Victor’s contributions to the Belgrave Street 
Synagogue is the beautiful pulpit, (see above) still to be 
seen in the United Hebrew Congregation at Shadwell Lane.
The pulpit was presented in 1898 and it displays the skills 
of the craftsmen at his factory, the Globe Cabinet Works,  
3 Gloucester Place, off 105 Hunslet Road.

In 1899-1900 Victor became synagogue president and 
then a vice-president in 1909, when he became a justice of 
the peace, the second Jewish JP in Leeds. From 1901-1921 
there are property transactions listed under his name, relating 

to Belgrave Street in the Register 
of Deeds in Wakefield, indicating 
a long involvement.

As LJBG president from 1908, 
Victor enjoyed a higher profile 
than his brother. A dinner, given by 
his co-religionists at the Queen’s 
Hotel on 16 November 1909, 
generated some press coverage 
His photo can be seen today in 
the corridor of the new Arnold and 
Marjorie Ziff Community Centre.

One suspects it was because 
of this honour that he became a 
JP. In 1914 his leadership was 
challenged and this generated 

more publicity in which it emerged that Victor had been 
on the committee for 20 years. He was re-elected but 
retired for health reasons a month later and the scope of his 
improvements were then stated in the press.

When Victor started, the LJBG took a summer break 
but this was changed so help could be given year round. 
He tripled the amount of money given and quadrupled 
subscribers’ list to 400 but his opponent had criticised this, 
claiming the Jewish population was 25,000.

He was in the press again in 1917 as community leader 
during the anti-Jewish riots in the Leylands.6 In 1920, he 
and treasurer, Mr Morris, resigned after a disagreement but 
were quickly reinstated. In 1923, a loan fund was set up, 
following a suggestion by Montague Burton, later named 
the Victor Lightman Loan Fund. Upon Victor’s death, his 
son, Stanley, a qualified solicitor became treasurer and held 
the post for 19 years.

Victor’s obituaries mention his other charitable work and 
donations. To celebrate becoming a JP he made donations 
totalling £610 to health related charities, with more being 
bequeathed in his will. He was on the board of the Leeds 
Public Dispensary for 21 years and a Leeds Jewish Institute 
member of the Medical Board of the Leeds General Infirmary 
during which time they introduced kosher food, as well as 
being on the board of the Women & Children’s Hospital.

Victor’s will8 requested that a set of seven Queen 
Alexander Leeds-ware cream vases were donated to the 
Leeds City Art Gallery and I treasure the memory of a 
curator-led visit to the stores at Temple Newsam to see 
them.The brothers were able to move up the property ladder.

Myer likhtmakher 
(lightman) c 1834-1896

m Esther Sarah
c 1840-1919

Victor
(1859-1928)

Rebecca levi
(1863-1941)

m

Two sons
Six daughters

Three sons
Two daughters

louis
(1863-1945)

Sarah oppel
(1875-1937)

m Rachel
(1865-1939)

David Moses
(1865-1949)

m

Five sons (Moss)
one daughter

Annie
(1867-1961)

Hilda
(1873-1944)

Clive lightman m Ann Simplified family tree

Three sons (Burns)
one daughter

Three sons (Room/s)
Three daughters



Shemot, Volume 18, 3—11

Avigdor’s birth certificate The top image (A) shows the Russian documentation, the middle image (B) offers the same information 
in Yiddish, while there is also an English translation (C) shown. Note the religious status and circumcision date. Also shown 
in English are his birth and death certificates. We reiterate our caution that when any certificate is transcribed, the researcher 

needs to check that all Hebrew dates are correctly converted and all the other information is accurate 

A

B

C
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Victor moved to The Towers, Roundhay and Louis to 
Sholebrook Avenue, Chapeltown. They owned furniture 
factories and an article in 1918 headed “Trades the Jews Have 
Brought to Leeds: factory-made furniture” gave credence 
to the family tale that they had introduced mass produced 
furniture into Britain or at least into Leeds!

New factories
In 1912, when unions had taken him to task for paying 

less than the going rate, Victor had claimed that there was 
no comparable workforce. His factory, the Globe Cabinet 
Works, was the largest employing about 100 men and he 
must have built a reputation as his name was used by Victor 
Lightman Ltd, a company that bought the premises.

Louis had an interest in mechanisation and several 
patents were recorded in his name.9 Victor’s factory, a 
converted flax-mill, was mechanised with mass-production 
techniques used. Relatively unskilled workers could be 
employed alongside the skilled, thereby lowering wage costs. 
Both used the term “wholesale furniture manufacturers” and 
was an industry employing 2,000 men in the city.

It is a difficult task to find evidence of their output, but 
Victor is documented with supplying the oak dining tables 
for the City of Leeds Teacher Training College at Beckett’s 
Park. Recently a lock on a student fitted bed-sit unit has 
come to light with the name Lightman inscribed, leading us 
to believe that he was also involved in the supply of the units 
which were removed around 2000, with most being shipped 
to America. These were substantial contracts.

Victor also donated the furniture for a guest bedroom in 
a Leeds University hall of residence. A couple of examples 
of lesser quality furniture which Louis’s factory produced 
are still in the family: dining tables and sideboards. It is 
understood the chairs were supplied by others. Production 
varied through the years with bedroom and dining furniture 
predominating in the early years.

His factory also produced gramophone cabinets in the 
1930s. Both companies were involved in wartime production 
with Louis being involved in the manufacture of planes and 
Victor’s factory making propellers.

The family had to publish a notice sometime after they 
sold the business stating the firm had no connection to them 
and had survived until the late 1960s, moving to Olympia 
Works, Roundhay Road. Louis’s factory, “Steam Works”, 
was in an area known as Newtown, on Dundas Street/Lincoln 
Road, near to today’s St James’s Hospital, and was said to 
have employed some 60 people.

Conclusion
I will conclude by saying that much more could be said 

regarding both Victor and Louis. What I have related is 
positive but there were negatives, too. Their sisters have 
been ignored as have been their wives and families who 
must have played a considerable part in the men’s success.

Their children do not appear, despite interesting finds; 
the masonic son, the World War I Canadian volunteer, an 
M.P, numerous lawyers, medical experts, poets, musicians, 
an artist can all be found in the extensive family tree.

My part is to contribute knowledge of the Louis line and 
delve into local history. Doing this has led to my meeting 

some lovely people, in the family as well as outside experts. 
It has been a fascinating and memorable journey – which is, 
I feel sure, far from over. If any reader wishes to contact me 
to find out more about any of the above or to add information, 
I would be happy to hear from them.
l The author is an officer in our Leeds branch with an 
interest in fine arts and family history. She has worked in 
her family business and also lectured on business studies.
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Letters found 
after 70 years
by Joanie schirm

GROWING up in the wake of World War II I thought 
I knew everything about my Czech father’s early life 
but I was wrong.

Almost 70 years after the War and after the deaths of my 
parents, Oswald “Valdik” and Ruth Holzer, I discovered the 
truth in 400 letters exchanged from 1939 to 1946 between 
my father and 78 correspondents.

These were sent from Czechoslovakia, Great Britain, 
Sweden, France, Palestine, China, United States and South 
America and chronicled intimate details of how my father 
and his many Czech friends’ and relatives’ lives and family 
histories were irrevocably reshaped by the Nazis.

Forty-four relatives were trapped behind German lines 
and perished in the Holocaust, including my grandparents, 
Arnost and Olga Holzer, who died at Sobibor in Poland.

My father was one of the lucky ones. In May 1939, two 
months after the Nazis occupied his homeland, the 26-year-
old Czech Army doctor said goodbye to his parents and 
family at Prague railroad station. He would never see them 
again. He spent the next 18 months in China, serving as a 
doctor in Shanghai, Ping Ting Hsien and Peking (Beijing).

 There, in September 1940, he fell in love with my mother 
Ruth Lequear, 24, who had been born in China to American 
missionaries. Married six weeks after meeting, their romance 
lasted for 60 years.

The cache of letters, which a representative of the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum described as “one of the 
largest and most comprehensive personal collections seen 
in some years” told more than just my father’s story. What 
I share in this article is a chapter from the life of one of five 
letter writers who survived by escaping Czechoslovakia to 
Great Britain.

I found nine letters bound together by a rusty paper clip 
and from them was able to reveal a family. Six letters had 
been sent to my father between 1939 and 1940, postmarked 
London and scribbled with the signature “From your Bala”. 
The other three were carbon copies of letters from my 
father to Bala. When translated, it became clear that it was 
a correspondence between two good friends.

Identifying themselves as “emmies” (slang for émigrés), 
the two men shared their experiences as displaced persons. 
Both had left modest prosperity and family behind and had 
discussed their new lives in unfamiliar lands.

It would take me a year before I discovered that Bala was 
Karel Ballenberger, the grand-uncle of Michael §antovský, 
currently the Czech Republic’s ambassador to Great Britain.

In early 1939, Karel was working with Czechoslovak 
labour unions through his Jewish father-in-law Leopold 
Langer’s prestigious Prague firm. The young attorney’s 
involvement in the Social Democratic Party placed him in 

great danger from the Nazis. When word leaked out in early 
March that occupation was imminent, the party arranged a 
plane to fly endangered active members to London.

Karel urged his wife Milena to join him and bring their 
two small children but her father convinced her that moving 
to London would result in a difficult and, perhaps, penniless 
life. Milena took her father’s advice and promised to join 
her husband in London if war ensued, but by the time she 
does, it was too late.

24 May 1939: Karel in london to Valdik in Shanghai
Dear Valdik,
I am truly happy that you too managed to escape from 

Prague. It is a pitiful sight to see all our acquaintances 
to set out for the seven seas, and you particularly I would 
not imagine on the road from Manes [a Prague coffee house] 
to Shanghai, but then, Hitler has us where he wanted to 
have us (if you hear from her) write to me whether Milena 
wants to, or doesn’t want to, come here, it is a question I 
am greatly interested in.

The mood here among émigrés is altogether gloomy, 
prospects none, and emigration possibilities negligible 
. . . in spite of the care the local organisations give 
the immigrants, to a truly admirable degree, one can 
observe obvious cooling of interest towards us. Regarding 
the political, I think that unless Adolf gets a fit there 
will be no war, the English certainly won’t even think 
about going to fight for Gdansk”. From your Bala. 
[Danzig, Poland, a point of contention between Germany and 
Poland where the war actually started.]

12 July 1939: Karel in london to Valdik in Shanghai
Dear Valda, The political situation still remains very 

unclear, the Czech emigration keeps growing, several really 
interesting events were organized with Hubert Ripka [an 
exiled Czech leader]. On the basis of information obtained 
from very privy circles, he holds an opinion that a very 
difficult crisis looms within the next month, one that can 
with much probability end in war.

However, he makes no secret about the troubles we will 
have even after a victorious war, as among the English 
leading circles there is no comprehensive opinion on the 
arrangement of Central European matters after the war. 
The mission of Czechoslovak representatives at some peace 
conference without war would be even more difficult.

As far as Milena and the children are concerned, she 
does have a visa for England and a two-year permit, she 
however cannot obtain the permission from the Gestapo. 
Your Bala.

Karel Bala c 1935 and Valdik in 1938
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3 March 1940: Valdik in Peking 
to Karel in london

Dear Bala,
And here the incidents both 

marvellous and interesting start 
. . . so that you know in that 
committee of yours what “our” 
emigrants do elsewhere, that not all 
of them are in Oxford but also not 
all at the front—that they become 
adventurers against their will.

January I left  Shanghai 
and after a distressful journey I 
arrived to Tiensin which was just 
recuperating from floods and was 
living under a severe blockade. 
There I met with a missionary 
who was supposed to take me to 

that future hospital of mine. A delightful grandpa, who 
burped, f****d and hiccupped in turns, refused to travel by 
any other class but “coolie class” and so we were the only 
white people travelling in the third class.

At times he spoke to me in Chinese, to which I responded 
in Czech as to gently call attention to his mistake. And 
thus we got to Peking where we waited for four days for 
the next connection and then together again with God’s 
livestock for 24 hours in one smelly compartment. During 
the journey we were busy stuffing ourselves with rice the 
grandpa managed to obtain from who knows where, then 
he brought about two kilograms of monkey-nuts, well, it 
was all great fun.

Slowly I extracted from him some interesting things, 
like that to get to the hospital, we first have to ride eight 
miles on a donkey, that they like spotted fever there, that 
heavy fighting is still taking place there, etc., all that I had 
not known before.

4 April 1940: Karel in london to Valdik in Ping Ting 
Hsien, Shansi

Dear Valda,
Your letter made me very happy. It seems that you will 

not get lost, you will be able to survive the whole mess. The 
world is nonetheless so small that it is almost the same 
everywhere, except for home. Finally they started to call 
up volunteers for the Czechoslovak Army and so probably 
within 4—5 weeks I will be a rookie in France.

I think the only way to go into that filth is with a 
machine gun in the hand. I don’t have any illusions, I am 
no warrior, but I am going in out of conviction that it is 
necessary to give—not only the Nazis but the Germans in 
general—a good spanking, so they would remember the 
lesson for at least one human lifetime.

I am attempting at this twelfth hour to still bring 
Milena with children here, but I don’t know, I don’t know. 
It seems Europe has gone on fire, in any case by the time 
you get this letter you will have known this already. It is 
distressing that I had so much bad luck with Milena. I did 
all I could and every time it went awry.

From the USA, precarious news is arriving regarding 
the development of the economic situation and you should 
be happy that you are living in the province of Shansi. 
May be you will later need a driver and then, I am, as a 
future veteran, if I survive it all which isn’t sure, offering 
you my services.

Terrible poverty is peeking out of Central Europe. 
Despite that I want to try to return there, but children 

I would definitely send out. Well, what good it is to 
make plans. We have it worse than the war [World War I] 
generation. At least I will have a chance to have a shot at 
those German brutes, and I will also do that for you. Yours 
through the field charging, Bala

10 September 1940: Karel in london to Valdik in Peking
Dear Valda,
So I received your letter from May 17 and I got a great 

kick out of it. It is truly a letter from another world. Here 
this world of ours is heading fast and sure to hell. You in 
your Ting-ping-hseing [Ping Ting Hsien] probably cannot 
imagine what it is like when Mr. Goering lets loose his fliers 
who drop bombs on us wildly, aim or no aim.

But one gets used to everything and except for the fact 
that we sleep in all kinds of underground shelters and 
various holes, life goes on as usual, if you don’t mind that 
for example your favourite cinema is trashed by a bomb, 
there is no gas and 6 to 7 times a day there is an air raid 
with all it entails.

You wouldn’t say how one can adapt and when you 
manage to get some sleep, you actually don’t even miss 
anything. We go to the movies, with girls, as if nothing was 
happening. Now imagine our situation, when it explodes 
all around you and you don’t know whether in an hour you 
will have a head on your shoulders.

About the development of things I have no great 
illusions. I know Hitlerian terror has to be fought and 
that is also what all people at home expect from us. I have 
not had any news from Milena for a long time, hopefully 
she and the children will somehow manage to get through 
this horrific time.

I wish you merry Christmas and Happy New Year since 
this will just about reach you then. God be with you, Bala.

last words
Those were the last words from Karel to my father. 

Through unreliable mail delivery their correspondence 
criss-crossed the oceans. Most letters were two or more 
pages, Karel’s handwritten, and my father’s typed so that 
he could keep a carbon copy. The miraculous 70-year-old 
conversation of which fate had made me a part revealed 
not only the spirit of a mysterious friend but the soul of my 
adventuresome father.

Through research I learned that Karel formally changed 
his last name to Bala while in the Czech Army-in-Exile, a 
move he hoped would protect Milena and his family back 
home. It did not work. The Nazis deported his wife and two 
children to the ·ód¶ Ghetto and then to Auschwitz where 
they perished. Karel’s father had died when he was young 
but his mother and brother also died at Auschwitz. Only his 
sister Anna survived.

Karel fathered a child out of wedlock in England who 
was born in 1946. Later he remarried a Czech friend, Mima 
Lowenbach and they immigrated to Canada and raised two 
children, Ann and Nicholas. I contacted all three children 
as well as other relatives and shared Karel’s voice from the 
past and gathered stories about him.

This article expresses my gratitude for a country that 
accepted Jewish refugees at a time when many did not.
l The author has written a book about her finds. Check www.
growingbolder.com/media/.../joanie-schirm-663947.html.

Milena, son Honza 
 and daughter, 

also Milena c 1939
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B’nai B’rith’s
First Lodge
by Mike Gordon

IN our search for interesting articles that have some 
genealogical or historical relevance for our readers, I 
was shown a copy of the brochure printed to celebrate 

“The Centenary of the First Lodge of England and the birth 
of B’nai B’rith in the UK” and it dawned on me that in all 
the years I have been producing Shemot since way back to 
photocopied efforts in 1992, I have never seen anything in 
depth about this Jewish philanthropic organisation.

I discussed this with the Editor and he said we should 
reprint some of information which is what we have done. 
Here are the edited highlights and I urge readers to check 
with elderly relatives whether they had any contact with 
B’nai B’rith and have any interesting stories to tell about 
their lodge’s community activities.

In 1843, Henry Jones and 11 other German-Jewish 
immigrants gathered in Sinsheimer’s Cafe on New York’s 
Lower East Side to confront what Isaac Rosenbourg, one of 
B’nai B’rith’s founders, called “the deplorable condition of 
Jews in this, our newly adopted country.” So B’nai B’rith 
(Children of the Covenant) was founded.

The original members’ first concrete action was to create 
an insurance policy that awarded members’ widows $30 
toward funeral expenses plus a stipend of one dollar a week 
for the rest of their lives. Each child would also receive a 
stipend and, for male children, an assurance that they would 
be taught a trade.

It is from this basis of humanitarian aid and service that 
a system of fraternal lodges and chapters grew in the United 
States and, eventually, around the world.

In 1851, B’nai B’rith built Covenant Hall in New York as 
the first Jewish community centre in the United States. The 
following year they established the Maimonides Library in 
New York, the first Jewish public library in the United States.

Immediately following the American Civil War in 1865 
in which Jews on both sides of the battle were killed or 

left homeless, B’nai B’rith founded the 200-bed Cleveland 
Jewish Orphanage, described as the most modern home of 
its type at the time.

In 1868, when a devastating flood crippled Baltimore, 
they responded with a disaster relief campaign, an act that 
preceded the founding of the American Red Cross by 13 
years and was the first of many domestic relief programmes. 
In the same year B’nai B’rith sponsored its first overseas 
philanthropic project, raising $4,522 to aid the victims of a 
cholera epidemic in what was then Palestine.

The society’s involvement in international affairs dates 
back to the 1870s when anti-semitism reached new heights 
in Romania. Through B’nai B’rith’s influence, the American 
government established a consulate there and appointed 
Benjamin Peixotto, a former B’nai B’rith president, as its 
first consul.

United Nations
B’nai B’rith was present at the founding of the United 

Nations (UN) in San Francisco and has taken an active role 
ever since as a non-governmental organisation, advocating 
for Israel and human rights at the UN in New York and in 
Geneva, the European parliament and other organisations.

The Grand Lodge in America sought to extend B’nai 
B’rith to this country. In the early 1900s contact was made 
with leading members of London’s Jewish community and 
in 1909, the president Alfred Kraus came to a preliminary 
meeting in London.

On 11 February 1910 the First Lodge of England was 
formally established at the home of Charles Montefiore 
in London. A second lodge was founded in Manchester 
in 1912 with Israel Sieff and Chaim Weizmann on its 
council. These two men had a tremendous effect on policy 
making and actions of B’nai B’rith with regard to Zionism 
and community opinion at the time. Later their influence 
with politicians and in the decision-making process of the 
government of the day led to the Balfour Declaration. Chaim 
Weizmann later became Israel’s first president.

World War I prevented rapid expansion—by 1925 there 
were six lodges—and in 1927 an umbrella organisation, 
known as District 15, was set up and was known as B’nai 
Brith UK. Interestingly, until 1919 the organisation had 
been for men only but women began making moves to 
form women’s lodges and the first was founded in 1924 and 
later there were mixed (unity) lodges and in time all gender 
barriers were removed.

Henry Jones, 
principal founder of 
B’nai B’rith

First Lodge’s first 
president Herbert 
Bentwich, (1856-1932), 
a distinguished lawyer, 
avowed Zionist and 
follower of Herzl.  
 He was a member of 
The Wanderers, a 
group of Jewish 
intellectuals centred 
around Solomon 
Schechter, rabbi, 
scholar and educator
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By 1939, the movement had grown to 18 lodges in 
England with more than 1,000 members and by this time 
was heavily involved in the provision of help and support 
for Jewish refugees from Europe, especially children.

As First Lodge was mainly concerned with new arrivals, 
they held a special meeting of more than 300 foreign B’nai 
B’rith members in London in 1943, and formed an internal 
special group within First Lodge named the “1943 Section” . 
At the end of the War this group was renamed the Leo Baeck 
London Lodge in honour of Rabbi Leo Baeck who was found 
alive at Theresienstadt in what was then Czechoslovakia.

By 1960, at the Golden Jubilee of First Lodge, there were 
27 lodges with 5,000 members, and 10 years later the numbers 
had grown to 68 lodges with more than 6,000 members.

This period saw most activity together with the creation 
of B’nai B’rith Housing Society and the B’nai B’rith Hillel 
Foundation. Thereafter young adult and youth groups 
were developed. Unfortunately, trends in both society 
and the Jewish community, together with a rapidly ageing 
membership, has meant the organisation today is somewhat 
depleted, with membership declining and lodges closing or 
amalgamating to survive.

1910 Herbert Bentwich 1952 Theo H Birks

1912 Haham Dr M Gaster 1954 Daniel Schonfield JP

1913 Dr J Snowman 1956 Rabbi C E Cassell

1914 Augustus Kahn 1958 Hugh Harris

1915 S Rowson 1961 Fred S Worms

1917 S Gilbert 1964 Ralph Emanuel

1918 F S Spiers oBE 1965 Kenneth J Gradon

1919 Paul Goodman 1967 Dr Robert Halle

1920 Dr M Epstein 1969 Robert M Brodtman JP

1921 Isaac landau 1971 David Stern JP

1922 Dr Israel Feldman 1972 David Kut

1923 Joseph Greenbaum 1974 Walter Bentley

1924 M Gordon liverman JP 1976 Bernard Garbacz

1926 Rabbi Dr Samuel Daiches 1978 Gerald Baron Cohen

1927 S Gilbert 1979 Daniel Rosenfelder

1928 leo Elton 1981 Rev Reuben Turner

1929 Arthur Blok oBE 1983 Henry Markham

1930 Julius Schwab 1985 Jack lass

1931 Harry Samuels oBE 1987 Ernest Bello

1933 Rabbi M l Perlzweig 1990 Alan Cohen

1935 Sol Cohen 1992 Gerald Kirsh

1936 Dr George J Webber 1994 Dr Alan Webber

1937 A leVay lawrence 1997 Joseph David oBE

1939 Rabbi Dr Samuel Daiches 1999 Graham Weinberg

1940 Julius Schwab 2001 Brian Nathan

1946 Max Heinemann 2002 John Reeves

1947 B J Toeman 2005 Norman Primost

1949 Ralph Freeman 2007 Richard Savinson oBE

1950 Herbert Baron 2009 Prof Martin Aaron

Presidents Of B’nai B’rith First Lodge of England

Some of the projects that B’nai B’rith has been 
involved with in earlier years included

1910 Provided legal aid to immigrants.

1911 lobbied Parliament on Sunday Trading laws.

1913 Helped found the Anti-Defamation Committee.

1915 Started the Committee for the Welfare of Jewish 
Soldiers of the Commonwealth.

1915-1918 Supplied food and services to Jewish internees on the 
Isle of Man.

1917 Gave crucial support to the “Manchester Committee” 
leading to the Balfour Declaration.

1921 Supported “Practical Philanthropy” in Palestine.

1924 Provided money to send banned publications to 
Russian scientists.

1926 Supported the formation of a Jewish Statistical Bureau.

1926-1928 Sponsored the West Hampstead Day School leading to 
the establishment of the Jewish Day School movement.

1928 Financed kosher meals for students at oxford University.

1930-1932 Gave financial support to habonim, helped Tarbuth in 
promoting spoken Hebrew and sponsored a Habimah 
Theatre Season in london.

1932 Undertook work on behalf of the Discharged Prisoners 
Aid Society.

1933 “operation Rescue”—the lodge joined with First 
Women’s lodge to help refugees from Germany leading 
to the B’nai B’rith Refugee Children Care Committee.

Many thanks to John Julius, Joe 
Melnick and Martin Aarons from 
B’nai B’rith for their help with this 
article.

Alan Webber ’s book First 
Century B’nai Brith First Lodge of 
England, 1910-2010 provided more 
background and a copy has been 
placed in the Society’s library at 
Seymour Place.

BBUK Head Office
BBUK
ORT House
126 Albert Street
London NW1 7NE.
Tel: 0207-7446 8660.
http://www.bbuk.org/.
E-mail: office@bnaibrithuk.org.
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The Leo Baeck 
(London) Lodge
by Mike Gordon

B’NAI BRIT—the Sons of the Covenant—was an 
organisation established by 12 German Jews at 
Sinsheimer’s coffee shop in New York in October 

1843. Although initially an organisation set up to help fellow 
Jewish refugees, it set itself goals of becoming leaders of 
Jewish charity, philanthropy, education and protection of 
fellow citizens.

The institution flourished and spread to Europe where it 
found a willing audience, especially in Germany. However, 
with the outbreak of World War II, all such activity ceased. 
In the United Kingdom, many German immigrants were 
interned on the Isle of Man, where there was a suggestion 
that a lodge could be established. Nothing happened as the 
War progressed and as the plight of Jews became clearer, 
the need to do something became stronger.

Subsequently, Section 1943 was established on 30 May 
1943 under the leadership of one-time executive chairman 
of Berlin Jewry, Heinrich Stern, and Adolf Schoyer, first 
chairman of the Association of Jewish Refugees, itself 
founded in 1941. This group was a subsidiary of the original 
First Lodge and contained 200 mostly continental members.

 Other members took on the roles of representatives of 
members from Austria, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. 
These men affirmed their loyalty to the aims and traditions 
of the organisation and also affirmed that they would uphold 
the memory of their Grand President, Dr Leo Baeck, the 
former head of German Jewry.

Hard times
Members had been well-to-do, educated, professional 

people but as refugees they were forced into obtaining 
employment, housing and food as best they could. Given 
their status, they were often forced into menial labour but 
they always tried to maintain standards.

Initially, they organised lectures and social gatherings, 
involving the arts and music, with famous speakers and 
performers, and from these events raised funds which gave 
them a proper financial footing.

Adept at organisational skills, they soon had created 17 
committees, including some looking forward to post-war 
activities, peace studies, vocational and care services and 
charitable activities. In November 1943, a youth section was 
created and took the name B’nai B’rith Youth, Leo Baeck 
(London) Lodge. The lodge itself took the name in 1945 
when Rabbi Baeck arrived in London from Theresienstadt.

As news of the great disaster that had overtaken 
European Jewry became clear, so the lodge increased its 
work in conjunction with the other main aid associations and 
succeeded in raising more than £5,000 between 1945-1948.

The lodge met for five years at our present home at 33 
Seymour Place before moving out to Belsize Park. The 

joint men and women’s 
lodge now meet in NW 
London.

D u r i n g  t h e 
next  30 years ,  the 
lodge expanded its 
m e m b e r s h i p ,  i t s 
charitable and cultural 
activities. It has co-
opera ted  wi th  the 
Hillel Foundation to 
develop study courses 
and its support of Israel 
became paramount to 
the lodge’s activities. 

The  Leo Baeck 
L o d g e  h a s  l o n g 
supported Jewish studies, research students and has offered 
scholarships for those studying chemistry and associated 
science. One major activity of the current lodge is the support 
of its residential homes. Here, more than 40 individuals are 
cared for to the highest standards. Another area of specific 
interest are the Jews of Ukraine and support is offered to the 
small Jewish community that remains.

Genealogically speaking, B’nai B’rit is not exactly 
a gold mine of information. Unfortunately, much of the 
membership information has been lost, and what information 
that remains, such as minute books, are still in paper books 
and not digitised in any way.

Although the organisation has its ceremonies and 
procedures, it is not a secret society, as is freemasonry, 
although many of its aims and ideals are not dissimilar. 
There is a core Jewish belief in a divine being, a code of 
ethics and charity. It was male dominated originally but now 
women are fully integrated and often have their own lodges, 
if numbers permit.

Declining numbers
A declining membership is the key issue the organisation 

has to face now. Its members are growng old and new 
members not forthcoming in sufficient numbers to keep 
things running and move the organisation forward. 

The German link is dwindling rapidly as most of the 
descendants of the original members were born here, so for 
the researcher discovering a relative was a lodge member 
in the 1950s and wanting to find out something about them, 
they need to make haste because the people who might know 
something useful may not be around for that much longer.

I do have to declare an interest. I produce the lodge’s 
annual report and year book, as required. It is always a bit 
of a race to publish these as they contain list of officers, 
details of a few new members and a growing list of those 
who have died. You can see the problem that sadly arises as 
people move from one column to the next between proofs!

My thanks to Mr John Julius, their long-standing 
secretary for his advice and guidance. If you are interested in 
the organisation or the lodge please check out their website 
on www.bnaibritheurope.org/bbe/content/view/941/121/
lang,en_GB/.

Rabbi Leo Baeck, 1873-1956
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A gravestone 
on the Mount 
of Olives
by Tova Beer

MY great-grandfather, on my mother’s side, is buried 
in Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives. I remember, 
as a child, I used to hear my mother saying that the 

moment there will be peace with the Arabs, the first thing 
she would do would be to find the grave of her grandfather, 
Zaide Hersh, as she used to call him, and this remained with 
me as an obligation.

My mother died in 1965, two years before the Six Day 
War, after which Jerusalem was united, so she did not see the 
grave. Today, there is no difficulty in visiting the cemetery 
on the Mount of Olives (or Har Ha-Zeitim), although there 
is still no sign of peace.

My mother was born in Ukraine in a small village called 
Nyzhni Lukivtsi [Yiddish: Lukavets], west of Chernovitz, 
near a larger village Vyzhnytsia [Viznitz], known for its 
Chassidic dynasty. Her father was the shochet1 of Lukavets 
and of some other neighbouring villages which, before World 
War II, had a large orthodox Jewish population.

My mother told me that when she was still a small child, 
not yet in school, the whole family, mother, father and seven 
children, of whom my mother was the youngest, went to 
visit her paternal grandfather, Zaide Hersh, who lived in 
Kolomyya, then in Poland but today in Ukraine.

They stayed with him for quite a long time. His other sons 
and their families also arrived because this was a farewell 
visit as Zaide Hersh had decided to emigrate to Eretz Israel2 
for the rest of his life. At that time he was already a widower, 
all his children were married with their own families and as 
an extremely orthodox Jew, that was the most logical thing 
he could do.

Goodbye forever
He said goodbye to his family forever and everybody 

knew that they were not going to see him again. The journey 
took him about two years and once there, he settled down in 
Safed, a town in the north. He was a strong man and lived 
in the town for many years.

My mother could remember that every year he used to 
send them an etrog3 for Sukkot which was much appreciated 
by the Jews in Lukavets. When he died in 1910 he was buried 
in Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives.

That was all the information I had and so, last year, I 
decided to find the grave of my great-grandfather. My main 
problem was that I did not even know his last name. Zaide 
Hersh had several sons and each of them had a different last 
name: this was their system to cope with the authorities and 
avoid being conscripted into the Russian Army.

My grandfather’s name was Kugler—and then there were 
other names in the family—Panker, Vogel and Hermel. I did 
not know which one was the original one but my mother said 
that people also used to call him Hershl Risever, which was 
not his name, just a nickname, maybe because he came from 
a place called Risev?

My mother had a brother who died more than 30 years 
ago. I spoke to his daughter and she said that her father 
visited the grave soon after the Six Day War. I asked her to 
go through his papers and perhaps she might find something 
relevant. She phoned me with the name of an organisation 
and its address in Jerusalem where he had obtained the 
details of the grave.

They were written on the last page of one of his prayer 
books. I tried to find the address and telephone number of 
that organisation but it was wrong and there was no street 
with that name in Jerusalem, nor did they appear in the 
telephone book.

Burial societies
My next step was to find in Google all the Chevra 

Kadisha4 in Jerusalem which arranged burials on Har Ha-
Zeitim, today or in the past. I found a couple and called them 
and told them my story but none could help me as they had 
started to work in the second half of the last century. One of 
them suggested I try a society called Gachsha Meuchedet.5

He said they had been working on Mount of Olives for 
many years so I wrote down their address and telephone 
number. I realised that the name and address were similar 
to those I had seen in my uncle’s prayer book, but there it 
was misspelled and over the years some of the letters may 
have faded away.

I then contacted Mr Itzhak Falkovitz from the society. 
It was a Sunday morning and I told him my story and also 
said he was my last hope of finding the grave. He said that 
he would try to help me but added there was little hope of 
finding my great-grandfather’s details as he died nearly 100 
years ago and they had only computerised material from the 
last 40 years. They had books with registrations for more 

Worn yet legible writing on the tombstone after 100 years
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than 100 years but the lists were without any order and it 
was nearly impossible to find a name, especially, as in my 
case, when the last name is not precisely known.

 He said that he had sympathy for my case, as his 
ancestors were also from Kolomyya. He said he would call 
me before the weekend. Friday arrived, and I did not hear 
from him—I was most upset as I was sure that he had not 
found anything—so I decided to call him again on Sunday 
morning. As I was sitting and thinking what else I could do 
(actually nothing), the phone rang and Mr Falkovitz was 
on the line. He said only one small phrase: ‘I have got it!’.

I became so excited that I almost started crying. Then he 
told me that it was an unbelievable effort to find the details 
of someone who died that long ago but he was sitting in 
front of the actual book containing the details I was seeking.

Vital information
He told me to write down carefully the information he 

was going to give me and to remember where I had written 
it because once he closed the book and put it back on its 
shelf among the other books, no one would be able to find 
the details of the grave again. He gave me the exact site of 
the grave and told me that my great-grandfather’s surname 
was Panker.

I asked whether the graves in the cemetery were 
marked? Could I find the grave according the details which 
he had just given me? He told me I would need a guide 
and recommended Mr Arie Goldberg. After several days, 
Mr Goldberg phoned me and said that he had visited the 
cemetery and found the grave. The next day my husband 
and I went to Jerusalem. We met Mr Goldberg in Mea 
Shearim—one of the oldest and most orthodox quarters of 
Jerusalem— and together went to the cemetery.

The grave is situated near the main road and we reached it 
easily. The tombstone is in a good position and the letters on 
it can still be seen. In terms of wear, there is only a small split 
on one side of the stone. Considering that nearly 100 years 
have passed since it was erected, its condition is excellent.

All that happened more than a year ago. On 17 July 2010, 
100 years after Zvi Ben Eliazer Panker’s death. I arranged for 
an Azkara6 to be said. However, as that date fell on Shabbat, 
we conducted the prayers the previous day. Mr Goldberg 
made all the arrangements, he will renew the tombstone as 
well as the lettering . . . and he conducted the Azkara.

Friday is the Muslims’ holy day when they attend their 
mosques so we decided to have the ceremony early in the 
morning. A meeting point was fixed with my family not far 
from the Mount of Olives. At 8:30 am, my husband and 
I arrived in Jerusalem at Mr. Goldberg’s office, and from 
there, together we continued to the meeting point, and then 
continued to the cemetery.

My family, including husband, son, daughter, son-
in-law and grandson, all attended the ceremony, and my 
cousin and her husband were also there. I know of no more 
family members although I am sure that there must be more 
descendants of Mr Zvi Panker. When all was over, I felt an 
indescribable satisfaction. I had done it!

Before leaving, we decided that next year, and 
subsequently, we will return to that same place and conduct 
the Azkara with the help of Mr. Goldberg. Maybe some 
of my great-grandfather’s descendants will hear about it 
and will join us? It is possible to contact me by e-mail: 
zivanb@013.net.il.
l The author is a retired mathematician and system 
analyst who lives in Givatayim in Israel.
REFERENCES
1. shochet : ritual slaughterer.

2. lit: the land of Israel, but part of the ottoman Empire at that time.

3. etrog: [citrus medica] the yellow citron, used by Jews on the week-
long holiday of the Feast of Tabernacles.

4. Now described as a “burial society” but more accurately it refers 
to those who attend after death to ensure bodies receive the 
appropriate respect and preparation prior to a Jewish burial.

5. chevra Kadisha Gachsha Meuchedet, 21 Hamabit Street, Shechunat 
Achva, Jerusalem. Tel. 0972 2 538458.

6. azkara: a religious ceremony held by the family near the grave 
of their late relative. This should take place every year on the 
anniversary, based on the Jewish calendar. There is a short prayer 
and some psalms are recited.

 Note: There is no rule that tombstones are laid flat rather than 
erect. Today they are laid both ways. In that part of the cemetery 
of the Mount of olives in Jerusalem, where we found the grave, the 
tombstones are all flat, so was that the custom 100 years ago?

The author at the tomb of her great-grandfather
on the Mount of Olives, July 2008

The author’s cousin and Mrs Beer, together with Mr Arie 
Goldberg, offering prayers at her great-grandfather’s tomb
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Another 
Dreyfus affair
by sorrel Kerbel

ON a flight home after a holiday in France, I met 
a most interesting young woman, Sandra Barber. 
It turns out her mother, Léa Rogg, is an historian 

who lives in Alsace. During the Third Reich, Léa Rogg was 
accused of being a mischling (racially tainted according to 
the Nuremberg Laws; the word may remind South Africans 
of the name assigned to Cape Coloureds).

Sandra’s mother was first evacuated as a toddler to the 
Landes district in France, her family then sought refuge 
near the end of World War II with their Christian side in 
Switzerland after which time they returned to their home 
in Hégenheim. Sandra’s mother later chose to become a 
historian and set about recording all the broken and destroyed 
graves in the local Jewish cemetery.

I asked Sandra if she knew the 
surname Bloch, as while researching 
the essay on the French novelist Marcel 
Proust for my book on Jewish writers 
of the 20th century, I came across 
something my father Nathan Stein had 
said—the surname Bloch came from 
Alsace and literally meant outsider! He 
had been taught at the Plungian yeshiva 
in Lithuania by Rabbi Hayyim Isaac Ben 
Hanokh Zundel Ha-Kohen Bloch, and it 
was he who told him this.

When reading the history of South 
Bavaria, I came across an essay in 
Encyclopedia Judaica1 describing how 
in 1100 Jews were granted land by the 
liege lord near a swamp, then the centre 
of the city.

Persecution
The usual cycle of persecution 

followed over the centuries and in 1147, 
the Crusaders, reinforced by the rabble 
that lived in the countryside outside the 
town, attacked the Jewish community.

The Bishop of Würzburg then ordered 
the publicly martyred rabbis, a Levi 
[Jewish priestly tribe]2 and three other Jews to be buried in 
his own garden and then later sold the site back to the Jews, 
when it became their cemetery.

After the Rindfleisch persecutions of 1228,3 came the 
Black Death plague of 1347, when Jews were again blamed 
for poisoning the wells and in turn were evacuated. In 
order to purify the wastelands confiscated by the Bishop, 
a new city centre was built on the site where the Jews had 
originally lived.

So I made the connection! Bloch = Be-Loch in Hebrew 
and Yiddish; Jews who literally were outsiders, foreigners, 

outside the Pale and who lived in or on the edge of town, 
near the lake/swamp/hole.

The standard etymology for Wallach is similar where 
the first Hebrew letter has become transposed from bet [ב] to 
vav [ו] (so that Wallach also literally means Be-Loch).

There is a character called Bloch in Proust’s Swann’s Way 
(du côté de chez Swann) the first autobiographical part of A la 
recherche du temps perdu (Remembrances of Things Past or 
of Lost Time).4 Bloch has “a hooked nose”, does not behave 
well, is not polite enough for snobby Swann’s grandfather 

who, when Bloch arrives to play with 
young Charles, would disapprovingly 
hum either a theme from Halevy and 
Bizet’s La Juive, or else one from “Israel, 
break thy chains” in Saint Saens’ opera 
Samson and Delilah, in which the slaves 
urge Samson to break the chains of the 
Philistines in Gaza.

Swann’s grandfather naturally prefers 
his own grandson, Charles, to his uncouth 
playmate Bloch. Charles Swann, the chief 
protagonist of Proust’s fine modernist 
novel, is richer, better placed, and 
aristocratically connected, but is also 
Jewish and is described as possessing an 
unpleasant odour and “Punchinello nose, 
absorbed for years within a pleasant face, 
now seemed enormous, tumid, crimson, 
the nose of an old Hebrew”, “a prophet’s 
beard beneath a huge nose”.

The novel itself conveys the small 
treacheries/ironies within Parisian 
society. The background context is the 
trial of Alfred Dreyfus and there is much 
discussion in Proust’s magnum opus 
about how one defines “foreigners”, an 

important subject for discussion then and now.
At the time Marcel Proust broke with his long-time 

companion, Robert Montesquiou, who was High Catholic 
and anti-Dreyfusard, and instead joined Zola’s pro-Dreyfus 
side. Together with his Jewish friends, composer Georges 
Bizet and the two brothers Halévy, Proust organised the 
Manifeste des cent quatre that collected 13,000 signatures 
in support of Alfred Dreyfus.

Marcel Proust refused to contribute anything to a 
Catholic journal except anonymously during his mother’s 
lifetime, so as not to hurt her feelings. “I would be afraid it 

Robert and Marcel Proust, courtesy of 
Amis de Marcel Proust and 

donated by Suzy Mante-Proust

Der jüDische FrieDhoF in hegenheim

Le cimitière israéLite De hégenheim 

(haut rhin)

The Jewish cemetery in Hégenheim

Editorial note: This is not our 
normal style of book review, but 
then, this is not the usual way 
we get to see books for review. 
Read on!
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might look disrespectful towards Mamma that I should write 
for a paper whose objective is nothing but anti-Semitism”. 
Jeanette Proust née Weil was the daughter of a wealthy 
Jewish Paris/Alsace stockbroker.4

On a genealogical note, Marcel Proust was cousin to both 
essayist Emmanuel Berl and to 1927 Nobel prize-winning 
philosopher Henri Bergson. Marcel as a 20-year-old was 
garçon d’honneur at Bergson’s (Jewish) wedding. Also 
in this family of intellectuals and writers was the novelist 
and editor Monique Lange, who in Une petite fille sous une 
moustiquaire (A Little Girl under the Mosquito Net) wrote 
about growing up in Indo-China and her innocent perceptions 
of being Jewish with all their complications.

Her father Robert Lange was an eminent journalist who 
boasted of having met both Clemenceau and Chou En-
Lai. When the first French laparoscopy was performed in 
Paris with Marcel’s younger brother, the famous surgeon/
urologist Robert, on the operating team, it was dubbed a 
“Proustatectomy”.5 A talented family indeed!

Getting excited
Sandra became rather excited and interested at this 

serendipitous encounter because many of the names I had 
been mentioning were those recorded on the gravestones in 
the cemetery in Hégenheim6 which her mother, historian Lea 
Rogg, had extensively documented. Sandra said she would 
send her book to me and it is now in the JGSGB library.

This meticulously researched resource book list arrived 
at my door a few days after this amazing meeting on the 
plane. It has hundreds of Blochs listed, together with a liberal 
sprinkling of names such as Dreyfus, Weil, Levy and other 
Alsatian Jewish names among its register of family names.

There are some peacefully idyllic photographs taken in 
the Hégenheim cemetery showing some of the surviving 
headstones among the fruit trees, together with details of 
gravestone ornamentation (trees, vines, flowers, iron crosses, 
garlands, clues to their Levi descent showing Lions of Judah 
where applicable), other symbolic icons, poems in acrostics, 
Gematria numerals,7 meanings, position of individual graves 
in the cemetery and the nationalities of those buried there.

 There was also an interestingly wide range of their 
former occupations from hausfrau, [Ger: housewife], chaver 
[Heb: friend], greengrocer [Ger: früchthandler), shneider 
and shneiderin, [Ger: tailor] rabbi and rebbetzin.

They are all there, buried in this cemetery of Alsace, close 
to the border with Switzerland. This book is a testimony to 
the previous life of Hégenheim, a thriving Jewish hamlet 

where almost half of the population was Jewish. The dead 
originate from Germany, France, Austria, Poland, the 
Netherlands and the Soviet Union but also from far-flung 
Morocco and other interesting places.

The volume also contains lists of towns including 
Aachen, Baden-Baden, Freiburg, Rouen, Worms and even 
Würzburg where some of those buried in Hégenheim were 
born. A global village! There is also a useful CD accessing 
all this detail.

It is an invaluable resource for genealogists and those 
wishing to find family graves but, above all, it celebrates the 
lives of those lost and in whose memory the book was created 
together with the courage and dedication of its authors.

The foreword is by the curator of the Basel Jewish 
Museum,8 Katia Guth-Dreyfus, which makes it yet another 
Dreyfus affair.
Edited by Gil Huttenmeister and léa Rogg, published by Schwabe 
Verlag Basel, 2004

l The author is an independent scholar and editor of The 
Routledge Encyclopedia of Jewish Writers.
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An African Jew 
in a Welsh town
by harold Pollins

IN the 1851 census for Merthyr Tydfil (then spelled 
Tydvil) there was recorded one Yentuv Levy, aged 36, 
unmarried, whose occupation was Clothier (although 

written as “Cothier”).
However, his occupation in the death certificates of two 

of his children in 1864 is “old clothes dealer”.1 What caught 
my attention was that his birthplace was given as “Marocca, 
Africa”. As the following references to him indicate, the 
spelling of his names varied. Moreover there was another 
Moroccan in Merthyr Tydfil at that time. He was Solomon 
Sabony who, as a traveller (sic pedlar), sold steel pens.

Moroccan Jews were not entirely unknown in Britain. 
In his newspaper articles, published around 1850, Henry 
Mayhew printed an interview with a Jewish rhubarb-seller 
from Morocco, who had come to Britain in 1811.2 He said 
that at one time there were a number of Moroccan rhubarb 
sellers “because people like to buy de Turkey rhubarb of men 
in de Turbans” in London and the provinces but when he was 
interviewed only four were left, all in London.3

 In the same census there were several Moroccan Jews 
living in the City of London and in the East End. They 
included Jacob Abicassis, a traveller; David Benhayon, 
hawker in spices (rhubarb?); the son of Moroccan-born 
Prosper (Mesod) Abohbot was a spice dealer; Mordecai 
Megearies (? difficult to read) was a confectioner; Judah 
Joseph Moryoseph was a grocer living in Aldgate and no 
doubt there were others.

 Although most lived in London, one or two lived in the 
provinces. Isreal (sic) Abraham, a hawker, lived in Fowey, 
Cornwall, Solomon Sabony and Yentuv Levy lived in South 
Wales. Perhaps the last had been a pedlar before settling 
down in Merthyr, a common process in the establishment 
of provincial Jewish communities.

First Jews in Merthyr
He might well have chosen Merthyr because this was a 

rapidly growing town, based on the expanding iron and coal 
industries, which was attracting all kind of immigrants from 
other parts of Britain and abroad. Among them, a Jewish 
community came into being in the 1840s.

The 1851 census records list Polish-born Harris Isacc 
(sic) as “Minister” but it is a little surprising that Yentuv, as 
a Sephardi, should choose not only a provincial town but 
one where all existing Jews would have been Ashkenazim.

 He appeared in the Jewish Chronicle (JC) in 1852 when 
the Jewish community in the town decided to replace its 
existing synagogue. According to its published appeal for 
funds for the purpose, there were some 20 families and a list 
of contributors was published, which included a donation of 
one guinea [£1.05] from “Yentub Levi”, a substantial sum 
of money for those days.4

The  1861  census 
recorded that he had 
married.  I  had great 
difficulty in finding an 
entry for the marriage in 
the Marriages Index, or for 
the children in the Births 
Index. Eventually I found 
some of them with the 
surname Bensheton (and 
variations). I took it that 
was his surname and that 
the name Levy, being part 
of it, was used publicly for 
convenience.

He was married in 
London, on 3 March 1852, 
according to Sephardi 
rites, as Yentub Levi 
Bensheton,  his bride 
being Isabella Himes 
(presumably Hyams, which 
was her maiden name on 
the birth certificate of the 
last child, Isaac, b 1866). She came from an old-established 
family, which was headed by Barnett Himes, a tailor, born in 
London about 1785. Barnett’s Hebrew name on the marriage 
certificate was Isakhar Himes.5

Born in Exeter
In the 1851 census Isabella and her older sister Leah are 

recorded as having been born in Exeter which accords with 
later censuses. Barnett Himes lived to be 100 and died in 
1875. The birth of Yentub and Isabella’s two eldest children, 
Emily and Anna, were registered as Emilie Sarah Bensheton 
in 1853 and Anna Bensheton in 1854. Leah, born in 1856, 
was registered as Bensitton.

The birth of his oldest son, Samuel, was indexed in 1858 
as Samuel Levy Benseton Benseton (sic) and there were 
more children. John Himes Levy Bensheton was born in 
Merthyr in 1860 but the next one was registered in Cardiff 
as Edward Levy Bensetton in 1862. Oddly, the Births Index 
gives the forename wrongly as Emily. The last child was 
registered as Isaac Levy, born in Merthyr in 1866. He was 
in later censuses named as Isaac Robert.

There was also an otherwise unknown boy, Levy 
Benshinton, aged four, who was recorded as a visitor in a 
Cardiff household in the 1861 census. Was he another of 
their children? I cannot find him in the Births Index or in 
any other census. Perhaps the entry in the 1861 census was 
also an error in regard to Leah (b 1856) by the enumerator 
who prepared the return, misunderstanding the respondent.

Despite the father being relatively wealthy in 1852, 12 
years later he was, temporarily, in financial difficulties. A 
public appeal was published “for ASSISTANCE in behalf of 
YOUTAFF LEVY, of Merthyr Tydvil”. It was this news item 
that had been picked up by others which I came across only 
after I had started to look for more information about him.6

 The appeal said that he had four small children who were 
ill with fever and one had been buried a few days before. His 

A Victorian pedlar 
by Gustav Doré
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wife expected to be confined shortly. Having to attend to his 
sick family, he had been reduced “to the greatest distress”. 
Merthyr was notorious as an unhealthy place.7 The appeal 
further stated that: “He has been well known as a respectable 
tradesman for the last 16 years”. Would an “old clothes 
dealer” be regarded as a respectable tradesman?

 The appeal was apparently well founded. Hannah Levi 
Benzaton (sic) (Anna), aged 10, died 20 March 1864 and 
her five-year-old brother Samuel Levi Benzaton (sic), died 
on 8 April. However, there appears to be no record of a 
birth, despite the published appeal referring to an imminent 
confinement. Yantub Levi died of double pneumonia on 13 
January 1878, aged 65.

Although his daughter, Leah, appears to be missing from 
the censuses of 1861 and 1871, she turns up again in 1879 
when she emigrated to New Zealand, accompanying her 
aunt’s family. The aunt was Leah Bloom, née Himes, sister 
of Isabella, Leah’s mother. However, Leah had apparently 
adopted the name Lily, the name by which she was known 
henceforth. She married another immigrant, Isaac Boock, 
and had several children, one of whom died in the New 
Zealand Army in 1918, a victim of the influenza epidemic.8

 Yantub’s widow, Isabella, moved to Llanelli where 
she and two sons were living in 1881. Emilie had moved 
to Swansea to be employed (named as Emily Levy/i) as 
a nursery governess in the household of Henry Barnett, a 
pawnbroker. I was at first uncertain about her as another 
similarly named Emily Florence Levy was born in Merthyr in 
1856, daughter of Moses, and I thought this might have been 
her but the second Emily died aged six in Bristol in 1863.

long service
Emilie stayed in that household for the next 30 years, as 

a “lady’s companion” in 1891, as a “cook domestic worker” 
(as Emily Levi) in 1901 and as a “boarder” in 1911. Henry 
Barnett and his wife Louise Victoria, née Moses, both born 
in Swansea, were married in Merthyr Tydfil in 1857 and 
lived in that town, having five children there between 1858 
and 1865, before moving back to Swansea. Perhaps they had 
known Emilie Levy from their Merthyr years.

The two sons who were with Isabella in Llanelli in 1881 
were both in the finance industry. John Henry (sic) Levi, 
20, was the manager of a loan office, and 14-year old Isaac 
Robert Levi was a clerk in a loan office. Soon after, John 
Henry married Mary Haywood and settled in Derbyshire, near 
Alfreton, where he remained.9

In the 1891 census, in Merthyr, the family was reduced to 
two: Isaac is head of the household and he combined being a 
pawnbroker’s assistant with an occupation of clothier, as was 
his father. His mother completed the household, described as 
“Living on Her Own Means”.

In 1901 they had moved to Swansea, with 69-year-old 
Isabelle as head, with two unmarried sons, both pawnbrokers. 
they were Isaac, and Edward, 38, the latter making his first 
appearance in a census with the family since 1871.

Edward’s previous absence from the family is explained 
by his joining the Army, as was noted in an obituary. He 
“was instrumental” in forming the United Services Brigade 
in 1904, composed of former army and naval personnel. 

He had the title of Commandant of the Brigade. In his will 
he left sums to the Swansea Hebrew Congregation and the 
Swansea Chevra Kadisha, as well as to local charities.10

Isabelle Levi died on 5 August 1905. Edward and Isaac, 
(now sporting the second forename of Raphael rather than 
Robert) both still unmarried, as the 1911 census recorded. 
However, a notice in 1919 reporting the death of the New 
Zealand soldier stated that he was the nephew of “E, I R 
and Miss Levi”.11 Edward and Isaac Robert were clearly 
identified and the “Miss Levi” was obviously Emilie, having 
re-joined the family.

The three of them stayed together most of the time at 6 
Heathfield Street, Swansea. Edward died in 1936, aged 73, 
two years after Isaac Raphael. Emilie died in 1940. While 
Emilie remains a shadowy character, the two brothers were 
publicly active.

In  h is  h is tory  of  the  Swansea  communi ty, 
N H Saunders described Isaac Raphael as the “major 
lay figure of the early decades of the century” and he 
characterises him as “autocratic but widely respected”. He 
says: “He began to take an active interest in congregation 
affairs in 1903”.12

On his death in 1934 an obituary in the JC went further 
and said that he had been “actively connected with the affairs 
of local Jewry for nearly half a century”.13

A few examples will support that statement. He 
subscribed to the Swansea Jewish Literary Society in 1904. 
In 1913 people replying to an advertisement for a teacher 
for the Hebrew and religion classes were to send their 
applications to him.14

When the Chief Rabbi visited Swansea on his pastoral 
tour in 1916, he was met by Isaac Levi, the president, and 
in the same role he unveiled a memorial plaque to Swansea 
Jews who had fallen during World War I, as well as stained 
glass windows in memory of Lieutenant Joel Jacobs and of 
John I. Jacobs. His brother Edward presented cheques to 
two men who had been awarded the Military Medal during 
the fighting.15
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In 1925 he was an auditor of the Swansea Jewish 
Benevolent Society and was president and trustee of the 
Henry and Eva Seline Jewish Wedding Fund.16

The last of these news items was published just before he 
died on 1 August 1934, after a long illness, as his obituary 
stated. This also recorded that he was life president of the 
congregation, and president of the Chevra Kadisha. Through 
his efforts a new burial ground was acquired as well as 
commodious classrooms. He was strictly observant. A tribute 
from the warden of the synagogue noted that he had been 
one of the original Chovevei Zion [lit: Lovers of Zion, early 
Zionist movements] and mentioned other organisations in 
which he had been active.17

With the deaths of Isaac, Edward and Emilie, none of 
whom married, the Yentub Levy line in Britain came to an 
end, apart from the family of John Himes Levy.
l The author has contributed to Shemot for many years 
on many different topics.
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Discovery—Continued from page 2
After many years of talking to her in 2008 I managed 

finally to fill in Pages of Testimony on her behalf for Yad 
Vashem. There are 46 names, some from her husband’s 
family. What grandmother and my aunts knew was 
enigmatic. I was told by Grunja Z that clothing and food was 
still being sent by the family to Latvia (Russia) in the 1950s.

This. together with several subsequent visits to Lithuania, 
and to more than 100 of the estimated 230 mass murder 
sites, led me to start asking who exactly were the Jews who 
were murdered? What were their names? This culminated in 
the research project with Dr Rose Lerer Cohen (Jerusalem) 
and the publication The Holocaust in Lithuania: a Book of 
Remembrance, Gefen Publishing: Jerusalem, 2002.
l The author is a founder member of JGSGB with 
interests in Britain, America, South Africa and Lithuanian 
genealogy and migration studies.
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Washington 2011
THE 31st iAJGS international 
Conference on Jewish Genealogy 
will be held in Washington DC 
from 14 to 19 August 2011. if 
any members think they are 
up to presenting papers to the 

conference, the call has now gone out, so get 
signed up.

 These conferences are commercial affairs, 
but the event is hosted by the Jewish Genealogy 
Society of Greater Washington. Their contact 
website is http://dc2011.org/index.php/contact-us 
and we wish them luck.
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New Israeli 
community 
database
by ellen stepak

IN 2002 the Israel Genealogical Society (IGS) decided 
to build a database of the memorials for vanished 
communities found in the various cemeteries in Israel, 

as part of the preparations for the 2004 IAJGS conference 
in Jerusalem.

A small dedicated team assembled to carry out the work 
and the project began as a database for the communities 
which had been destroyed during the Holocaust. We soon 
discovered that there are memorials for pogroms from the 
early 20th century and for others that occurred after the State 
of Israel was declared.

We decided that this database would include any 
memorials within Israel for any Jewish community 
throughout the world, or for any group of victims of 
a pogrom, whether connected to the Holocaust or not.
While most of the communities on the memorials were in 
Eastern Europe, the database now includes memorials for 
communities in south-east Europe, the Middle East, North 
Africa and Yemen.

In 2008 we uploaded the database to the IGS website1 

and a second stage of expanding the database began. With 
this expansion we decided where possible to include the 
co-ordinates. This would be a great help, since many 
communities in Eastern Europe have been under the 
jurisdiction of two or three different governments in the 
past 100 years.

Different versions
This usually means that there were different versions or 

spellings of the town name. In addition there are communities 
with similar or identical names, making it hard for second or 
third generation descendants who do not speak the language 
of the country to identify the community they are looking 
for. Nothing is more precise than such co-ordinates for 
pinpointing a location.

Many monuments memorialise more than one community. 
One of the most impressive of these is the beautiful Wlodowa 
and vicinity memorial, with 85 towns, not all of which have 
been identified. Since the town names in this case were 
written by hand, it is not always possible to know the Hebrew 
spelling, first of all, which then needs to be transcribed into 
Polish or Ukrainian, as Wlodowa is a border town.

We began the project with film photography and have 
changed to digital, which is preferable for a project such 
as this. Members of the team of volunteers have carried 
out most of the photography and research but we are also 
dependent on volunteers from around the country for finding 
more memorials and sending us photos.

Since cemeteries in Israel have little or no shade, 
photographing black marble memorials is particularly 
challenging. Although a blue sky in the background is 
beautiful, in this case the ideal solution is taking the 
pictures during the winter on a cloudy day when there is 
less reflection. A number of the memorials are now being 
photographed a second time to improve database quality.

The IGS soon discovered that there was a variety of ways 
in which communities have been memorialised in Israel. 
Memorials are found in many different venues around the 
country in addition to the cemeteries. Some examples you 
can see in the database are: martyrs forests and streets named 
after communities.

Search for Sierpc (see above) or Thessaloniki (Saloniki) 
and see synagogues, search the region of Volhyn and find a 
city square and a building. In museums there are exhibits, 
for instance the model of the Great Synagogue of Kovel in 
Beit Volhyn, which remembers the place where many Jews 
were held before being deported to death camps.

For many of the communities the database contains more 
than one memorial in more than one venue in Israel, and 
the memorials are of different kinds; take a look at Pinsk 
or Saloniki.

Most of the memorials within cemeteries date from the 
1960s or 1970s, with the majority of them located in the 
Holon cemetery, near Tel Aviv. In March 2010 we found 
a new plaque on the Thessaloniki monument in the Holon 
cemetery representing 33 Greek communities.



26—Shemot, Volume 18, 3

THE israel Genealogical Society (iGS) was 
established in 1983 in Jerusalem and recently 
the society merged with JFRA, the Jewish 

Family Research Association and now has branches 
in Haifa, Tivon, Omer, near Beersheba, Petah Tikva, 
Netanya, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Ra’anana.

There are monthly lectures at all of the branches 
and the society publishes a prize-winning quarterly 
journal, Sharsheret Hadorot,1 in Hebrew and English. 
Some branches have libraries and we encourage novice 
researchers to arrive early at our meetings to consult 
with other members regarding their questions.

Once a year in November or December the society 
hosts a one-day conference dedicated to a general 
genealogical topic and there are two parallel sessions 
of lectures in Hebrew and English.

The sixth annual conference, held last November 
was entitled “Jewish Families Migration Split—some 
went east (Eretz Yisrael) and some went elsewhere”.

In recent years the IGS has been particularly busy 
developing the website, managed by Rose Feldman, 
and this includes information about the many projects 
with which we are proud to have been involved.

These include transcribing the index of 8,092 
gravestone inscriptions in the Mount of Olives 

When looking at the database as a collection, a shift can 
be seen from memorialising a vanished community within 
a cemetery to outside of the cemetery and into the cities, 
towns and forests of Israel.

There are now more than 1,900 items in the database and 
the IGS invites you to visit our ever-expanding one-of-a-kind 
database of Memorials for Vanished Communities.

pinsk and vicinity memorial
Built by the Pinsk-Karlin Association

Designed by Sarah Zivoni

In memory of tens of thousands of martyrs 

of the community of PINSK-KARLIN and the region

who perished in the Holocaust  

1941-1942 , 5701-5703

and in the memory of the partisans and fighters 

from our city who fell in the War 1939-1945

That the future generations may know, 

Even children who will be born,

Will rise up and tell their children 

(Psalms, 78)

Remember and do not forget (in Yiddish)

Memorial Day 18 Cheshvan

l The author grew up in America and emigrated to Israel 
in 1969. She has researched her European ancestors and 
translated material for the Internet, written family books, 
documented old Jewish cemeteries in Europe and has 
written articles on genealogical topics.
REFERENCE
1. www.isragen.org.il/sitefiles/1/473/5806.asp.

cemetery in Jerusalem, based upon a list known as 
Helkat Mehokek and various other indexes, as may 
be seen by clicking on EIRI (Eretz Yisrael Records 
Indexing)2 databases at our website. The Memorials 
for Vanished Communities3 project can also be found 
at EIRI.

Once every 10 years we host the IAJGS annual 
conference and the next conference in Israel is 
scheduled for 2014, for which preparations have 
already begun.
REFERENCES
1. www.isragen.org.il/sitefiles/1/204/4654.asp.

2. www.isragen.org.il/sitefiles/1/153/4548.asp.

3. ibid.

AAone area of the iGs website well worth examining 
is the cumulative index oF volumes 1-20. 
This can be accessed by going to 
www.isragen.org.il/siteFiles/1/155/4550.asp
and selecting the fourth item on the left. This starts 
a PDf download of 47 pages in alphabetical order 
in the following format

MACEDONIA
Faraggi, Moshe Elie. The faraggi families of the 
Balkans and their descendants. Vol.17, No.1, 2003, 
pages (E) xxiii-xxvi, pages (H)17-19.
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Sir Moses 
Montefiore and 
his censuses
by lucien Gubbay

THE launch in Jerusalem on 3 October 2010, under the 
auspices of former President Navon, of the on-line 
publication of the Montefiore Censuses marked a 

significant stage in the work of the Montefiore Endowment. 
The censuses are a unique record of Jewish life in 19th 
century Eretz Israel and are of great historical importance to 
scholars, sociologists, genealogists as well as to individual 
families seeking to trace their ancestors.

Sir Moses Montefiore, Bt, was the most famous English 
Jew of his time, probably of all time. Passionate in his beliefs, 
both as a Jew and as an Englishman, he became a legend 
throughout the entire Jewish world in his own lifetime. He 
was respected by kings and potentates and was venerated by 
impoverished Jews in the shtetls of Eastern Europe as well 
as in the mellahs [Arabic: Jewish quarter of a city] of North 
Africa and the Middle East.

He died in 1885, aged 100. As a young man, his uncle 
Moses Mocatta secured him a position as one of the only 12 
Jewish brokers allowed to practise on the London Exchange. 
He married Judith Cohen, sister-in-law of Nathan Meyer 
Rothschild and that connection helped him to make his 
fortune before he reached 40. Montefiore then retired from 
the Stock Exchange in order to devote the rest of his long 
life to the interests of poor and oppressed fellow Jews.

His charities and benevolent foundations at home were 
on a large scale and on visits to Palestine, Morocco, Rome, 
Romania, Russia and Turkey he did what he could to relieve 
the persecution of Jews in those places. He was knighted 
by Queen Victoria in 1837 for these noble services and was 
made a baronet in 1846.

love of Zion
Sir Moses Montefiore’s love of Zion was demonstrated 

by his seven visits to the Holy Land, undertaken at a time 
when such journeys were difficult and dangerous. His first 
visit, during which he was able to spend only four days 
in Jerusalem, took 10 months to complete. He actively 
encouraged agriculture there and endowed hospitals 
and almshouses. The Spanish and Portuguese Jews’ 
Congregation of London still distributes funds bequeathed 
by Sir Moses for necessitous scholars in Jerusalem, Hebron, 
Safed and Tiberias.

The most famous of the many journeys Montefiore 
made abroad was that connected with the Damascus Affair. 
The pernicious slander that the Jews require the blood of a 
Christian for making their Passover matzah was revived in 
Damascus in 1840 and that resulted in a fierce persecution 
of the Jews of that city. Sir Moses, with the active support of 

Lord Palmerston, who visited Muhammad Ali,the Ottoman 
Governor of Egypt, where he refuted the allegations and 
managed to obtain the release of the imprisoned Jews.1 

He also received a firman [royal order] from the Sultan 
of Turkey, guaranteeing protection to all the Jews in his 
dominions against similar charges.

On his return to London, Queen Victoria honoured Sir 
Moses by giving him the privilege of adding supporters 
(heraldic animals) to his coat of arms.

In 1835 Sir Moses was elected Sheriff of London and 
Middlesex, only the second Jew to occupy that position and 
in 1837 he became President of the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews, a position he held for 39 years.

Men who devote themselves to the help of their fellow 
men generally do so in one of two ways: they give either 
of their time or of their money. Sir Moses Montefiore was 
an outstanding example of a man who was able and willing 
to give both.

That he did to such effect that his name is still remembered 
and revered by Jews all over the world today. Wherever in 
the world Jews were oppressed, there Sir Moses journeyed. 
He visited the Governor of Egypt, the Ottoman Sultan, the 
Pope, the Sultan of Morocco, the Prince of Romania and the 
Czar of Russia among others in his efforts to alleviate the 
suffering of his fellow Jews.

Britain was then at the height of its imperial power. The 
knowledge that a Jewish “nobleman”, supported by his 
government, was being received with honour by the rulers of 
the world served as a source of encouragement to oppressed 
Jews everywhere.

For them Sir Moses became a shining beacon of hope, 
the focus of their emerging sense of nationhood and their 
struggle for emancipation and human rights and it was this, 
rather than the actual results of his missions, that was his 
most significant contribution to the welfare of Jewish people.

Jewish censuses
Censuses of the Jewish inhabitants of the Holy Land, 

together with those of Alexandria, Sidon and Beirut, were 
compiled by Sir Moses during his visits to the region between 
the years 1839-1875. The details recorded include personal 
and family particulars, occupations and countries of origin, 
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together with surveys of Jewish religious institutions. 
Taken together, these constitute a unique sociological and 
genealogical record of Jewish life in this area at that time.

The censuses are unusually comprehensive as it is 
estimated that fewer than one per cent of the Jewish 
inhabitants of Eretz Israel refused to participate because of 
religious scruples. Some others may not have been included 
for personal or political reasons. The remainder accepted that 
the process adopted was in accordance with Jewish law and 
they gave him their personal details for inclusion in what he 
described as “Statistical Accounts”.

Charitable distributions
Sir Moses had undertaken to distribute charitable funds 

collected throughout the world, together with money of his 
own, to the Jewish poor; and he worked from dawn to dusk, 
day after day in difficult conditions, to do this personally.

 Each applicant received a gift of coins (Spanish dollars), 
according to a fixed scale, from the hands of Sir Moses 
himself. This was based on lists prepared at his request prior 
to his arrival and it is clear from the documents themselves 
that almost all members of each community participated, 
and not just the poorer ones.

The manuscripts are handwritten in a variety of scripts. 
These belong to the Montefiore Endowment and are held in 
its library in London, where they can be seen by appointment. 
Some of the entries are difficult to read and, lacking any 
index, the tracing of individuals can be time consuming.

The Montefiore Endowment had the censuses scanned 
in stages. In 2008, it commissioned the Israel Genealogical 

Society to transcribe the 
names into a modern 
Hebrew font and translate 
the data into English.

Mathilde Tagger, Rose 
Feldman and Billie Stein 
are the genealogists in 
charge and this immense 
labour  (some 70,000 
recorded names) is being 
undertaken by teams of 
dedicated volunteers with 
good language skills and a 
complete understanding of 
Hebrew scripts.

The online version of 
the censuses was designed 
and managed by Dr Roger 
Bilboul, a Montefiore 
E n d o w m e n t  c o u n c i l 
member.  The  search 
engine can be triggered in 
either English or Hebrew, using a simple search approach or 
an advanced system designed to give more precise results.

Each entry is linked to the original scans giving the user 
ability to see not only the transcribed Hebrew and English 
script but the original document as well. Cross references 
are also used to link one family with another where relevant.

Five censuses
The first four years of censuses are now freely available 

online and work is continuing in preparation for the 
publication of the remaining years. In all, there are five 
censuses of the Holy Land (including Beirut and Sidon, 
which were within the boundaries of Ottoman Palestine), 
and one of Alexandria.

At present, the first four years (1839, 1840 Alexandria 
and 1855) are freely available online, together with a search 
engine in English to facilitate the finding of individual names 
and families, and work is continuing on preparations for the 
publication of the others. The website can be accessed at 
www.montefioreendowment.org.uk.

The Montefiore Endowment exists to preserve and 
develop the legacy of Sir Moses Montefiore. For more 
information contact its chairman at lucien@gubbay.co.uk.
l The author was born in Buenos Aires, has his roots in 
the Middle Eastern Sephardic community of Manchester 
and is chairman of trustees of the Montefiore Endowment.

Original handwritten manuscript of a census

REFERENCE
1. Montefiore went to Alexandria to visit Muhammad Ali in order to 

obtain the release of Jewish hostages taken in Damascus. Readers 
may wonder why he had to go to Alexandria to discuss what was 
taking place in Damascus? The answer is that Muhammad Ali, 
though ottoman Governor of Egypt, was actually in undeclared 
revolt against the Sultan and his armies were then in control of 
Syria and Arabia, as well as Egypt.

A lET us know if you have spent some time 
working with these new records 

and whether you have discovered 
something interesting connected to 

your family research.
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Jewish museums
We went to both of Frankfurt’s Jewish museums, the 

larger city museum,4 located in the former Rothschild Palace 
on the river quayside and its branch museum displaying the 
archaeological remnants of the Judengasse at Börneplatz,5 
which depicts the inhabitants, their houses and life in the 
ghetto through the centuries.

Alongside the Judengasse museum is the walled old 
cemetery, now studded with more than 12,000 small blocks, 
(see below) each naming a Holocaust victim from the city. 
The wall forms Frankfurt’s main memorial to all those who 
perished in the Holocaust.

Nearby is the memorial plaque to the Börneplatz 
synagogue, destroyed on Kristallnacht6 and of particular 
significance is the striking synagogue memorial, constructed 
from the stones of the destroyed synagogue. The best 
information about the old cemetery can be found on the 
Alemannia Judaica website.7

Genealogists visiting the city museum in the hope of 
seeing information about former Jewish families in the area 
or with a plan to purchase books of genealogical relevance 
are likely to leave disappointed. The museum concentrates 
on general Jewish and religious history and practices and on 
religious holidays. So it is not the place to go to trace your 
family unless you have a previously arranged appointment 
to visit the priceless archives in the attic.

I saw no trace at the museum even of the well-known 
book by Alexander Dietz about the Jewish community of 
Frankfurt,8 so it is probably just as well that the book is 
available in JGSGB’s library and partially online as Jewish 
Families of Frankfurt am Main.9

Luckily I had made an appointment to visit the attic, 
which houses the Rabbi Dr Bernhard Brilling collection of 
papers on German Jewish communities and other important 
books and items and we spent a while reviewing some 
interesting items.

This is not a typical German archive and contains no vital 
records but, nevertheless, we were struck by the apparently 

WE visited Frankfurt am Main during May this 
year and this article takes advantage of this visit 
to highlight places and websites that will be of 

use to researchers.
A useful tip is to use Use the Google Translate 

application. You access it to the right of the main search 
box where you see Language Tools. Just copy and paste a 
paragraph of a foreign language website or other text into 
the search box and you will get at least the outline of what it 
says. It even offers the facility to translate an entire website 
if you copy the page’s web address into the search box.

Before World War II, Frankfurt’s Jewish community 
was the second largest in Germany, numbering some 28,000 
people and dating back to the 11th century. Frankfurt’s 
tourism office provides a useful information leaflet that tells 
you everything you ever needed to know about the city’s 
Jewish history.1 An interesting virtual tour of the city is also 
available on the web.2 Today, the community is Germany’s 
second largest after Berlin, but just a quarter of the size, with 
more than 7,000 members.3

The community’s website contains details of the history 
of the community and local cemeteries, as well as sources 
of further information. The site explains that much of the 
current Jewish community is Russian in origin, that there 
are several kosher restaurants as well as Jewish food and 
other shops.

Synagogues
We visited the Westend Synagogue, Frankfurt’s oldest 

surviving synagogue, which is now a focal point for the local 
community. The complex is home to a small American-led 
yeshiva [religious school] and some students showed us 
round. While the architecture had survived the War, probably 
the only item on the inside that did was the large menorah, 
standing to one side of the Ark housing the Torah scrolls.

Frankfurt as a genealogical 
research destination

Westend Synagogue on Freiherr-vom-Stein-Straße, Frankfurt

by Jeanette rosenberg
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casual nature of the storage 
of these valuable items on 
the shelves in the middle 
of the archive offices where 
we were sitting.

We  w e r e  o n l y  i n 
Frankfurt for a short time 
and did not get the chance 
to go everywhere but my 
pre-visit preparation also 
revealed a number of other 
potential research locations, 
not all of them specifically 
Jewish genealogy-related.

T h e  F r i t z  B a u e r 
Ins t i tu te’s  S tudy and 
Documentation Centre for 
the History and Impact 
of the Holocaust10 was 
founded by the State of 
Hessen, the city of Frankfurt am Main and the Fritz Bauer 
Institute Association. It has its headquarters in the former I 
G Farben Building on the Westend Campus of Frankfurt’s 
Goethe University.

The university holds an extensive Judaism and Israel 
collection11 and external readers need to apply in writing in 
advance of their visit to gain entry. The university is one of 
the institutions at the forefront of the digitising of German 
language periodicals.12 These are, of course, a veritable 
online gold mine of family history information.

The Institut für Stadtgeschichte13 based at the former 
Carmelite Monastery was reopened after renovation in June 
this year and now houses what used to be called the Frankfurt 
City Archives. The online catalogue has 37 references to files 
with information about “Jews” and I am sure it would be a 
fruitful place for research about the early Jewish residents of 
Frankfurt, although I did not visit this archive it is certainly 
on my list of places to go next time.

Frankfurt also hosts the Centre for Personal & Family 
History, Förderverein der Zentralstelle für Personen- und 
Familiengeschichte14 although I am not sure what it holds 
by way of Jewish family history resources.

The Frankfurt Historical Commission15 is charged 
with compiling the official city history and is the source 
of a number of scholarly publications on a wide variety of 
subjects. Perhaps a more visitor-friendly option might be 
the Frankfurt Museum of History,16 which chronicles the 
non-Jewish history of the city. The local historical society17 
may also hold useful information and they claim to be the 
main information centre for Frankfurt’s history. There is also 
a local historical and archaeological society.18

Research elsewhere in the region
There are also a number of useful regional portal websites 

which are of interest to those researching their Frankfurt 
ancestry. The Hessen regional archives can be found online,19 
as can the Hessen digital archive20 where particular items 
of note are the sections on Jewish history and the digital 
photographic archive.

The Hessen Culture Portal21 contains English language 
information about the region, including old maps and has 
direct links to the local archives or Standesaemter, the places 
to contact for copies of birth marriage and death certificates. 
In some parts of Hessen, civil registration started as early 
as 1803.

You can search online archives search for Hessen22 
and there is also a user friendly Hessen regional historical 
information archive, known as LAGIS.23 Among other 
highlights, LAGIS contains an interactive database of Jewish 
cemeteries in the region.

Researching Frankfurt from home
Clearly you do not have to visit Frankfurt to find out more 

information about the genealogy and history of the area, 
since it must be remembered that JewishGen’s community 
page is a one-stop source of a myriad of further research 
opportunities.24

l The author is convenor of JGSGB’s German SIG and 
leads for JGSGB on education and mentoring. She holds 
a Postgraduate Diploma in Genealogical Studies and a 
co-ordinator of the German Jewish SIG at JewishGen, 
www.jewishgen.org/GerSIG.
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Have you a travel story with a genealogical twist?
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FOR the family genealogist, the search for past and 
distant relatives can become all-consuming and every 
new piece of information gleaned can represent a 

confirmation of what is already known, a significant new 
finding or something totally new. The search becomes 
addictive and people do run the risks of becoming bores as they 
bombard their nearest and dearest with too much information.

Conversely, finding original information can be a source 
of much pride and pleasure. Mysteries are clarified, because 
finding out who Auntie Bessie ran off with in 1927 had led 
to all sorts of speculation and bad feeling. However, good 
times may be had with younger family members explaining 
what life was like in rural Plotsk, but one should also be 
aware that there may be a dark side to discovery.

We have often mentioned that in Jewish families mental 
illness was often a totally forbidden topic for discussion 
or disclosure, and marrying “out” caused much family 
disharmony. Many a researcher has been warned against 
going down particular paths, so now is possibly a good time 
to caution newer researchers that sometimes it may be as well 
to proceed with a light touch if there is the slightest risk of 
upsetting those family members who may still remember in 
painful detail events that had occurred previously.

In a similar vein I raise another matter.We happened to be 
in Cologne recently and was wandering around the orthodox 

synagogue.1 Built in 1959, 
it is a beautiful building, 
Inside are plaques to the 
recently deceased, prayer 
books in Hebrew, German 
and Russian and a small 
museum. Members come 
mainly from the growing 
community, immigrants from 
eastern Europe and Russia.

H o w e v e r ,  o n  t h e 
pavements nearby, there are 
several stolpersteine laid by 

their creator Gunter Demnig.2 He has laid more than 20,000 
of these brass plates in the pavements outside places where 
people were taken by the Gestapo or police. They are called 
“stumbling blocks” and to my mind, they personalise the 
terror and tragedy of the Holocaust by bringing it down to 
literally a unit of one person.

While we were there, an elderly German gentleman came 
up to us and said in English that he knew the lady who was 
referred to on the tablet as they had lived close to him. He 
still felt anguish and shame about what had happened but 
what could he do, he was just eight or nine at the time? We 
talked for a while and then parted.

He felt better, possibly, but the lady who was with 
him had totally different body language. She wanted to 

disappear, did not look at us nor the stones, and this is my 
point. Memories can be extremely unpleasant and painful. 
We felt somewhat shocked and amazed.

Advice sought
I sought advice from our Jeanette Rosenberg, our 

Anglo-German SIG co-ordinator, and she confirmed that not 
everyone is totally enamoured of this project. Paraphrasing 
her comments, she said: “Re stolpersteine—not everyone 
likes them, and some people find them offensive (yes really), 
Also the artist who creates them is (allegedly) making a lot 
of money doing them.”3

I think that properly and sensitively positioned 
stolpersteine do serve a purpose and I make no apology for 
publishing these examples. Note the age of the people taken 
away and where they were sent—the Lodz and Riga ghettos.

Genealogists who read Shemot should be capable of 
dealing with the emotional ups and downs of their discoveries 
but other individuals may not be able to cope so well.

We would welcome any thoughts on this matter (see 
Saul Issroff’s comments in his article in this edition) 
and also whether any members have discovered a stone 
commemorating their own relatives.
REFERENCES
1. Synagogen-Gemeinde Köln, Roonstrasse 50, Cologne 50674, Tel: 

0049 221 92156.

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/stolperstein (English explanation).

3. www.obermayer.us/award/awardees/demnig-eng.htm.

Is this an 
appropriate 
memorial, 
a desecration
or an invasion of 
privacy?
Should we 
welcome 
this constant 
reminder or put 
it behind us 
and look to the 
future?

A little circumspection 
now possibly required? Mike Gordon 

asks the questions
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Birmingham’s 
Jewish 
community
by anthony Joseph

THE origins of the Birmingham Jewish community 
are obscure and even the date of arrival of the first 
Jew to live in the area is unknown. There is a legend, 

cherished by the Aaron family some of whose latter day 
descendants still live in the Midlands, that their earliest 
known ancestor, Moses Aaron, was born of Hungarian 
Jewish parentage in the town in 1718.

There is no documentary proof of this suggestion but 
there were Jewish burials in Birmingham from about 1740. 
Sketchley’s Birmingham Trade Directory of 1767 lists 
numerous Jewish sounding names, and Cecil Roth, one 
of Anglo-Jewry’s most eminent historians, noted in the 
Birmingham Directory of 1770 that 10 likely Jewish names 
appeared, including that of a schoolmaster, Abraham Barnett.

William Hutton, a historian writing in 1783, describes 
(unsympathetically) a Jewish settlement in the Froggery 
[now New Street Station]. “There was a small house with 
a garden at the side, the Jews took this house, pulled 
down the interior wall and so constructed a rude and 
unpretending synagogue while the garden was used as a 
place of burial”. Hutton continued: “The community was a 
humble one, consisting mainly of hawkers and the whole 
of the apparatus being no more than the drooping ensigns 
of poverty. Certainly the phrase ‘as rich as a Jew’ is not 
borne out here”.

In 1787 Birmingham was the scene for a most unusual 
event when the eccentric at best, and possibly even frankly 
mad, Scottish nobleman, Lord George Gordon, was received 
into the Jewish community as a convert to Judaism. Gordon, 
eponymously commemorated by the riots after his name, 
had stirred up too much political trouble in London for the 
rabbinate there to want to accept him as a proselyte.

Birmingham, however, proved to be more accommodating 
with Rabbi Isaiah Phillips (1747-1835) himself the ancestor 

of a tribe many of whom have enriched Birmingham Jewish 
and civic life for two centuries, ministering to a cohesive 
religious community. Gordon was arrested in Birmingham 
and forcibly made to travel on a Saturday, despite his fiercely 
protesting that this profaned his Sabbath, to Newgate Jail in 
London where he died in 1791. His wish to be buried as a Jew 
was thwarted by his long-suffering family who reclaimed 
his body for their own disposal rituals.

My late first wife’s paternal grandmother’s maiden name 
was Gordon and her family lived in the Midlands for several 
generations. It is known that her forebears hailed from the 
Polish area of Grdno and the surname was derived from 
there. This inconvenient historical fact did not deter several 
of the family from wearing a tartan and claiming an alleged 
Scottish connection when they learned of Lord George 
Gordon and his adoption of the Jewish faith!

Another prominent Jew who settled in Birmingham as 
early as 1767 was Mayer Oppenheim who hailed from France 
and brought with him important glassmaking skills. His story 
and that of others has been told in two books on the history 
of the Birmingham Jewish community, written collectively 
by a group of enthusiasts known as the Birmingham 
Jewish History Group (BJHG) under the co-ordination and 
editorship of the late Zoe Josephs, mBe (1915-1998) and with 
important supervision from Professor Aubrey Newman of 
Leicester University.1

First synagogue
In 1791 the first purpose-built Birmingham Synagogue, 

still in the Froggery, was dedicated and Aris’s Birmingham 
Gazette noted on 26 September of that year that: 
“Mr. Phillips, Mr. Yates and Mr. Levy sang the appointed 
psalms and songs in the Sacred Language [Hebrew] 
with great judgment and melody”. In the same building 
in December 1805 Rabbi Phillips preached a sermon of 
thanksgiving for the victory at Trafalgar.

The community, however, was growing rapidly at this 
time and in 1809 a larger synagogue was dedicated in Severn 
Street with the foundation stone laid by Mordecai Solomon, 
a pencil maker who had been listed in the Birmingham 
Directory in 1777 and had lived in the area ever since. 
Unfortunately this synagogue was badly affected in religious 
riots in 1813. This was not a specifically anti-semitic event 
as the mob pillaged other places of worship such as a nearby 
Methodist chapel.

The wrecking of the synagogue was severe and full 
recovery from the damage was not achieved until 1827. By 
then the community was big enough and so well established 
as to have formed the Birmingham Hebrew Congregation 
and whose Minute Books have been preserved from 1826.

 Ambitious suggestions date from this period for the 
building of yet another synagogue but these plans did not 
come to fruition for another 30 years when Singers Hill 
Synagogue was dedicated by Chief Rabbi Nathan Marcus 
Adler in September 1856. (See picture overleaf.)

This Grade 1A listed building is still the congregation’s 
home and was the first of a series of so-called “cathedral” 
synagogues that were built in mid-19th century Britain. 
Others include Princes Road in Liverpool and Garnet Hill 
in Glasgow.

Gordon rioters, as illustrated in Barnaby Rudge
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To complete the story of the synagogue buildings of 
the city, the arrival of larger numbers in the 1860s-1870s 
of strictly religious Jews both fleeing difficulties in Eastern 
Europe and seeking better living standards paved the way 
for the establishment of Birmingham Central Synagogue in 
1889. Relationships between this newer orthodox community 
and the older one have fluctuated over time.

Declining numbers since World War II of both 
congregations supporting the orthodox-based traditions 
would suggest a merger between them as a logical 
development, but despite many attempts to achieve this 
neither grouping has seemed adequately committed to such 
a solution.

The Central Synagogue is currently planning new 
premises for itself, having outgrown the facilities of its 
present building. Finally, much later, the development of 
Liberal and Progressive Judaism led to the establishment 
of a congregation in Sheepcote Street with a building 
dedicated there in 1936 but which has just moved this year 
to magnificent new premises in nearby Bishopsgate Street.

Anglo-Jewish historians have long debated the reasons 
to explain that while Birmingham has expanded from a 
population of some 50,000 in 1800 to its present size of 
around a million, the Jewish community has not grown 
equally. In comparison with other similarly-expanding 
cities such as Manchester, Leeds and Liverpool, the local 
Jewish population has grown far more slowly and recently 
declined rapidly, notwithstanding many opportunities for 
employment in the professions, commerce, manufacturing, 
the arts and civic life.

There is no clear consensus of opinion as to the cause 
and probably numerous factors that have operated here—
possibly the impetus for leaving Eastern Europe aiming to 
reach America, with Britain simply a temporary staging 
post on the journey— and Birmingham not being a “main 
gateway” in that process may have some relevance.

Census analysis
Following the pioneering work of Bill Williams for 

Manchester Jewry, the BJHG analysed the decennial 
censuses of 1851-1881 inclusive for Birmingham and 
extracted as many Jewish families as could be located, This 
methodology has limitations but it also has use and power. 
Details of many families have been obtained and some well-
known personalities are also encountered.

David Barnett, elected an alderman of the town in 1839 
and allowed to make a declaration rather than take the oath, 
which he refused to do, died in tragic circumstances, aged 
56, in 1854. He fell from a railway carriage and it was never 
established whether this was accidental or self-destructive. 
Barnett had been a controversial personality within the 
Jewish community but on the day of his funeral all Jewish 
businesses closed and hundreds of people followed the 
cortege to the cemetery in Beth Olom Row.

Incidentally this Jewish burial ground closed in 1872 
when the London, Midland and Scottish Railway Company 
obtained an Act of Parliament to run a new line adjacent to 
the area. The bodies were moved and reinterred at the current 
cemetery at Witton, then well beyond the edge of the town.

Jacob Phillips (1803-1903), son of Rabbi Isaiah Phillips, 
was a “princely merchant” and lived almost to his century. 
His descendants and collaterals contributed much to the 
community. Another energetic merchant was Joseph 
Coleman Cohen (from Norwich) and whose descendants 
include Lord Cohen of Brighton. Another important 
merchant was Michael Davis (1826-1903) and whose 
children include Sir David Davis, a solicitor who became a 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham.

Opticians flourished, including Morris Dight, a grandson 
of David Moses Dyte who allegedly deflected the aim of 
a lunatic who took a pot-shot at King George III when he 
attended a performance at Drury Lane Theatre in May 1800. 
The bullet missed and Dyte expected a substantial financial 
reward but only received a letter of thanks for his assistance! 
It is not clear whether Dyte nudged the arm of the would-be 
assassin or was simply a witness and gave useful evidence 
at the subsequent trial of the madman.

In the world of entertainment the Birmingham Jewish 
community has produced Sir Michael Balcon, grandfather 
of Daniel Day-Lewis, Oscar Deutsch (1893-1941), the 
founder of the Odeon cinema chain, as well as Sol Levy 
and the Salberg family. The religious leadership has 
included Reverend George Emanuel (1837-1914) whose 
son, Professor Joseph Emanuel, was a pioneer cardiologist 
at Birmingham University.

The successor to Reverend Emanuel was Reverend Dr 
Abraham Cohen (1887-1957) who was also much involved 
in the production of the Soncino Chumash [Pentateuch] and 
who left Birmingham in 1949 to become the only religious 
personality to have become President of the Board of 
Deputies. He was also the maternal grandfather of my late 
first wife.

There are many other names that have made their mark 
in the Birmingham Jewish community and beyond it. The 
selection of any of them is inevitably personal and to some 
extent idiosyncratic. Although numerically the community 
has always been small, I like to hope that the quality of its 
offering to Anglo-Jewry makes up for its under-sizing!

REFERENCES

1. Birmingham Jewry (1749-1914), Vol 1, ed. Josephs,Z, 1980.
Birmingham Jewry (1740-1930), Vol 2, ed Josephs, Z, 1984. 
note: These volumes are out of print, collector’s items, but may be 
available at public libraries.

AckNowLedgmeNts: To my wife Helene Joseph and my daughter Rebecca 
for constructive suggestions and helpful criticism.

A grainy reproduction of the scene outside the newly 
consecrated synagogue on 24 September 1856
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ABSTRACTS
compiled by lydia collins and harriet hodes

BELGIUM
Los Muestros No 79, juin 2010

emigracion de los judios de alcazarquivir norte de Marruecos a 
Gibraltar, Portugal y america del sud gives biographical details of 
some emigrants from Alcazarquivir in Morocco to Gibraltar, Portugal 
and South America in 18th-20th centuries.

BRAZIL
AHJB No 42, Maio 2010

os primeiros judeus de sao Paulo: cemitério israelita de Vila Mariana 
by P Valadares, N Andreas and G Faiguenboim (pub. Fraiha, 2009). 
Recent book on the first Jewish cemetery in São Paulo opened in 1923 
and those buried in it.

FRANCE
GenAmi No 52, juin 2010

los Bernuy de la Juderia d’avila à Toulouse . . . et Pierre de fermat. 
origins and descendants of Jean de Bernuy of Toulouse (b 1475) thought 
to be from a conversos family in Spain and a possible ancestor of the 
famous mathematician Pierre de Fermat.

nos cousins en angleterre on Picard, Espir and lang.

Jean ferrat, petite biographie généalogique on the family of the singer-
songwriter Jean Ferrat, who died recently.

GenAmi No 53, sept 2010

la famille wissotzky on the descendants of Kalonimus Zeev Wissotzky 
(1824-1904).

les mystères des pierres d‘hégenheim et d’hagenthal. History and stone 
inscriptions of Hegenheim and Hagenthal.

Revue du Cercle de Généalogie Juive No 101 jan-mar 2010

les juifs en hongrie: histoire et genealogie. Hungarian research.

Juifs à ensisheim (alsace) au XViie siècle. 17th c Jews of Ensisheim.

salomon schuler (1870-1938), une grande figure: de hegenheim a saint 
louis (alsace). Rabbi of Hegenheim and St louis on the Upper Rhine.

autour d‘unparrainage: l’état actuel de la généalogie juive en allemagne. 
Ernest Kallman reviews the present state of Jewish genealogy in Germany 
with special reference to Patricia Haas’s research.

Revue du Cercle de Généalogie Juive No 102 avril-juin 2010

Blad-Blatt-Platt: une enquête généalogique de Metz à la vallée du rhin. A 
search for the names Blad, Blatt and Platt from Metz to the Rhine Valley.

la descendance de raphael Vorms de Bionville. Third and final part on 
the descendants of Raphael Vorms of Bionville.

encore du nouveau sur claude lévi-strauss. Further discoveries on the 
ancestry of Claude levi-Strauss.

les juifs de constantine au début de la presence française. Registration 
of births, marriages and deaths in Constantine, Algeria.

actes de décès des déportés de france. The problem of missing death 
certificates for people deported from France during World War II.

NETHERLANDS
Misjpoge Jaargang 23 (2010) No. 3

De Portugees-Joodse gemeenschap van amsterdam concerns the 
activities of Sephardic merchants in Amsterdam in the middle of the 
17th century.

achternamen in amsterdam (3) De Portugezen—the adaptation of 
surnames of the members of the Jewish Portuguese community in the 
early 19th century.

eerherstel voor begraafplaats Zeeburg; the oldest part of this cemetery 
dates from 1714 and it was in use until the beginning of the 20th century.

rondom de nieuwe achtergracht (1). This was once the centre of the 
diamond industry in Amsterdam.

SOUTH AFRICA
SA-SIG Vol 10 Issue 3 April 2010

eli Kellner looks Back. Born in Dvinsk, latvia, the family went to South 
Africa in 1931.

Family Names from the Inquisition archives of Portugal, Torro do 
Tombo: the information can also be found at www.saudades.org/ 
inquisition_archives.htm.

ochberg’s orphans. David Sandler has compiled two books on the 
South African Jewish orphanage in Arcadia and provides the names of 
children who were brought to South Africa in 1921 from Poland and the 
Ukraine by Isaac ochberg.

new history of Jews who fought on the side of the Boers, 1899-1902 
by David Saks has recently been published and copies of the book are 
obtainable from at david@beyachad.co.za.

SA-SIG Vol. 10 Issue 4 July/August 2010 
SA-SIG meetings at the 2010 los Angeles IAJGS provides a report of the 
discussion sessions including the on-line resources.

A comprehensive collection of records has been integrated into the 
database at http://tinyurl.com/rootsbank 

International library Tourist. Hazel Dakers discusses her research of her 
South African family using  libraries and archives in various towns in 
South Africa, as well as researching in several other countries.

SWITZERLAND and HAMBURG
Maajan-Die Quelle No.95 June 2010

Die ältesten Jüdischen Grabsteine in der schweiz. The oldest Jewish 
gravestones in the Basel cemetery.

sulzburger Grabinschriften. Translation of old 18th- and early 19th- 
century gravestones in this cemetery.

hamburger Gesellschaft für jüdische Genealogie includes sources for 
Jewish family research in the Hamburg State Archives.

aus den eheregistern des Zivilstandsamts hamburg. 1874 list of the 
marriage register in Hamburg.

Maajan-Die Quelle No.96 September 2010 

Die ältesten Jüdischen grabsteine in der schweiz. The oldest Jewish 
gravestones in the cemetery on the Judeninsel im Rhein near Koblenz 

Die Juden in der Ville neuve de Brisach 1686-1696 gives names of 
Jews there.

Die Jüden in albreisach im Jahr 1745 lists names of Jews.

Jüdisch-protestantische Konvertiten in Meran 1868-1914 gives names 
of Jews who converted to Protestantism in Merano, in south Tyrol.

namensvarianten: Pollak, Polak concerns Viennese name variations. 

Buchbesprechungen. A history of Anne Frank’s family was recently 
published in Germany including her family tree.

hamburger Gesellschaft für Jüdische Genealogie e.V. includes sources 
for Jewish family research in the Hamburg State Archives.

aus den eheregistern des Zivilstandsamts hamburg. 1875 list of the 
marriage register in Hamburg.

UNITED STATES
Avotaynu Vol XXVI No. 1 Spring 2010

locating living americans: selected resources includes several useful 
websites.

Genealogical gems in U.s. state archives and historical societies. The 
author gives two case studies and provides information for research.

Databases and free-text searches: some advantages and disadvantages. 
By the deputy director of yad Vashem’s reference and information service.

FamilyTree DNA develops cross-gender test to find cousins.

Jewish vital records in the Polish state archives not listed elsewhere 
provides a list of vital record holdings not microfilmed by the Mormons 
but accessible in various Polish State archives.

Continued on page 42
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MORE than 60,000 Jews served in the armed forces 
during World War II. This represented some 20 
per cent of the estimated 350,000 Jews living in 

Britain at that time. About 3,000 were killed and 700 of the 
30,000 Jewish volunteers in Palestine died and they received 
more than 1,500 medals, including three Victoria Crosses, 
the highest award for bravery.

Apart from the forces, Martin documents often neglected 
units such as civil defence auxiliary services (the fire service 
of the national and auxiliary firemen and women), Palestinian 
Jews in the British Forces, the Special Operations Executive 
(SOE) and the famous Bletchley Park code-breakers.

The book commences with statistics: a “List of Jewish 
Awards and Causalities” derived from We Will Remember 
Them and details the Jews in the Shanghai Volunteer Corps: 
Ha Gedud ha Sinit. Of 2,300 volunteers, Jews numbered 
120, and they were commanded by a Jewish convert, Major 
Noel Jacobs. Many corps stories are told together with a 
list of members. Some 3,000-4,000 Jews participated in the 
Spanish Civil War from all over the world and the British 
contingent numbered 140. The majority are listed here with 
some interesting stories.

Wing-Commander Lionel Cohen, DSO, MC, DFC has 
a chapter devoted to his military life. Born in Newcastle-
on-Tyne he was sent to his uncle, Harry Freeman Cohen, 
in Johannesburg. He took part in the Jameson Raid and the 
Boer War, on the side of the British. Post-war he inherited 
the Rand Daily Mail after his uncle died, sold it and became 
an unsuccessful stockbroker and miner.

Four wars
World War I broke out and he served in East Africa 

and Mozambique, awarded the Military Cross (MC) and 
the Distinguished Service Order (DSO). In 1937 he single-
handedly founded the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 
and frequently flew on convoy escorts in his fourth war! He 
was also an observer and air-gunner. He became the oldest 
person to get a Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) at 69 and 
was also awarded the American Air Operations Medal.

Stephanie Maltman has co-authored the chapter on the 
several thousand Jews in the Auxiliary Fire service. They 
were often subjected to anti-semitism and 84 were killed.

Jews were prominent as pilots and aircrew in the Battle of 
Britain, out of all proportion to their numbers in the general 
population. All known Jews are detailed in this section.

The author’s meticulous research has added considerably 
to the details of Jews mentioned in Wynn’s original work.

Code-breakers worked at Bletchley Park and Jews had 
prominent roles there and probably about 300 Jews were 
involved. This area was difficult to research because of 
secrecy constraints but many stories are told.

In the section entitled “Five Memoirs”, there are stories 
about Jews in Colditz and other Jewish prisoners of war, 
Jewish sailors on HMS Hood, (sunk in 1941 by the Bismark), 
“Wingate’s Boys”, Jews serving with Orde Wingate and the 
Chindits in Burma and Jewish chaplains, including those 
from the Commonwealth.

The activities of the Jewish commandos in the SIG 
(not a special interest group!) are especially interesting. 
SIG was a subgroup of 
“D” Squadron 1st Special 
Service Regiment and 
used to infiltrate behind 
German l ines  in  the 
Western desert .  They 
were German speakers, 
some from the Palmach, 
Haganah and Irgun and the 
material is partly based on 
interviews with Maurice 
Tiefenbrunner (Tieffen).

The raid on Dieppe 
c h r o n i c l e s  J a c k 
Nissenthall, “the VC hero 
who never was”. Jews 
listed included an number 
of Canadian and other Commonwealth soldiers. Some 900 
of 20,000 Jews serving in the Royal Air Force were killed, 
including 600 who died serving with Bomber Command.

German Jews
Peter Nagel was a Berlin-born “friendly alien” who 

became a commando. He was a Sudenten German and so 
fluent that he confused the enemy. His extraordinary stories 
of the Bruneval and St Nazaire raids is given,

One of the largest chapters is on the Special Operations 
Executive (SOE). The first director of SOE was Jewish, Sir 
Charles Hambro. Marks and Spencer gave over the fifth floor 
of their Baker Street headquarters to them for the period 
of the war. Some 900 names are detailed over 40 pages. 
Although the files are now at the National Archives many 
are not accessible for another 20 years this study is described 
as a work in progress!

There are many Jews noted in the chapter “The Devils: 
Jews at the Battle of Arnheim”. The 218 Jews killed during 
the battle are listed but the author notes that these are mainly 
from the British contingent and he has no way of compiling 
information detailing the Jewish independent paratroops nor 
from the Polish-Jewish units.

The last chapter of the book, “Jews in the Korean War”, 
does not fit with the limits of the title but is nevertheless, 
equally as important.

Previously Shemot has described the work Martin and his 
associates undertake, finding graves of Jewish servicemen 

BOOK
REVIEWS

Fighting Back: British jewry’s 
miLitary contriBution in the 

seconD worLD war
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After the war and a 
spell of working for British 
intelligence, Peter emigrated 
to Canada where he married 
and had a family.

During all of this time no 
one, not even his wife, knew 
that he was Jewish. After his 
death, his son Marc began to 
research his father’s life and 
discovered many secrets.

To the world he was a 
decorated war hero but he 

was unable to form close emotional ties with his family. 
This book makes clear the reasons for this.

The book should be read by genealogists as well as 
those interested in the history of World War II and its 
effects. I have just two criticisms: the first part of the 
book is too technical about aviation, although people 
with a deep knowledge of aircraft will love it. Others, 
who have only visited the RAF Museum at Hendon, 
may find it more difficult. I also think that it would 
have been fascinating to learn more about the author’s 
research journey. Hopefully, one day he will publish 
that as a separate volume.

Thea Valman

Stevens, M, Escape, Evasion and Revenge: The True Story of a German-
Jewish RAF Pilot Who Bombed Berlin and Became a PoW, Pen and Sword 
Books Ltd, 2010, 223p, £19.99.

and women that are unmarked, wrongly marked or those 
marked with a cross, and then trying to get have these graves 
more appropriately marked by the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission.

Field-Marshall Lord Bramall spoke at the book launch 
in London in October. He gave a most concise outline of 
the history of the War and ended by describing a number of 
battles and turning points in which Jews were prominent.

“We are a dying species”
 His moving tribute and this book should make us all the 

more aware of the thanks we must give to those who took 
part in the war and the inevitable consequences if they had 
not been successful. Someone else stated: “We [the veterans] 
are a dying species”.

This is a timely publication, it is well researched and 
referenced. A pertinent suggested reading list is also 
included. At the launch I got to talk to one of the veterans 
(Leslie Temple). I asked him how old he was when he joined 
up, “18!”

I can only commend the author and stress that this is an 
important book that all should read.
Pub. Vallentine Mitchell, 2010, 496p, £18.95. Martin is the Hon. 
Archivist of the AJEX Museum, the Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen 
and Women. www.ajex.org.uk. He has researched and written on Jews 
in the Spanish Civil War and in both world wars.

 EscapE, Evasion  
and REvEngE

THIS book will interest all genealogists as the 
author has researched and discovered his 
father’s entire life story, both the concealed and 

the known part.
In 1933 as a teenager, Peter Stevens, the author’s 

Jewish father, escaped to London from Hanover in 
Nazi Germany. His subsequent life was turbulent and 
ambivalent. After leaving school he could not settle  
and after being convicted of some petty crimes, ended 
up in prison.

 On his release, the War had begun and he changed 
his name to that of a deceased English schoolmate 
and volunteered for the Royal Air Force. Here, his life 
changed dramatically. 

As the book opens we meet a model English RAF 
pilot, Anglican by religion, who was popular with his 
fellow airmen and was about to fly his most dangerous 
mission, to bomb Berlin. 

As we learn, his plane is damaged and the crew 
bales out. He and his navigator were captured and 
taken to a German prisoner-of-war (PoW) camp.

During all his time as a prisoner the Germans 
did not discover that he was a Jew, which would 
have meant certain death. Instead he was treated 
respectfully as an English officer. Indeed, it is hard not 
to contrast this fairly humane treatment with that of 
Jews and Russian PoWs. Peter’s many escape attempts 
make fascinating reading and, interestingly, even the 
camp commandant acknowledged that it was their 
duty to attempt escape.

One episode is particularly poignant. Peter and 
a fellow escapee managed to reach Hanover and 
he visited his old home in order to see his mother, 
who he assumed still lived there. He was directed by 
neighbours to another address where he was told that 
she was dead. She had committed suicide when she 
realised that she could not escape from Hanover.

Fighting Back—continued from page 35

THIS EDITION’S 
PRODUCTION TEAM

EDITOR:  Bernard Valman

PRODUCTION:  Mike Gordon

PROOF READERS:  David Benson

 Gillian Gordon

 Thea Valman

FOR help with your articles, please contact Mike  

on mikegordon28@sky.com or 01895 822462.
A THEIR website, Record of Honour, is an interactive database held 
at the museum, containing details of 60,000 Jewish servicemen and 
women. It is searchable and names can be added. www.ajexroh.org.uk/
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Crosshill Synagogue and cheder6 teacher. The family lived 
in Allison Street, in the same tenement building as a Mr 
Assayag, originally from Fez in Morocco.

Rev Joshua Toledano was the chazan at Garnethill in 
the late 1960s. His grandfather was Chief Rabbi of Meknes 
in Morocco, a town with 50,000 Jews, a Jewish secondary 
school and Zionist youth groups.

Rabbi Leon Benarroch was also born in Casablanca, 
Morocco and came to Britain to study at Gateshead and 
Sunderland yeshivas. A shochet and scribe, he served as the 
first ever rabbi of Garnethill Synagogue in the 1970s, before 
moving to England. In recent years, he has officiated at High 
Holy Day services at Langside Synagogue in Glasgow.

The current Garnethill minister, Aharon Soudry, came to 
Scotland from Israel in 1975, with his Glasgow-born wife 
Rosalie and son Assaf. Aharon was born in Meknes, Morocco 
and his grandfather had been secretary of the Zionist group 
Chovevei Zion (also with branches in Glasgow).
l The author administers the Scottish Jewish Archives 
Centre in the basement of the Garnethill Synagogue
REFERENCE
1. Western Necropolis, 19 Tresta Road, Glasgow, G23 5lB. First burial 

April 1882.

2. 1398796 Flight Sgt/W/o Mark Azouz DFC, RAFVR,196 Sqdn, died over 
Arnhem, aged 22, having made four supply flights in his Stirling 
aircraft, but was hit by flak and later attacked by German fighters 
and was killed. He kept the plane in the air while all but one of his 
crew (the rear gunner) escaped. It being yom Kippur, he could have 
taken leave that day but refused as men at Arnhem were waiting 
for supplies.

 The son of Ralph and Esta of 43 Park Road, Chiswick in london, his 
portrait and medals are at the AJEX Museum. His mother Esta died 
in Israel in 2009. [Ref: Martin Sugarman, Hon. Archivist, AJEX.]

3. A talmudic or rabbinical centre of learning.

4. A trained (now) licensed slaughterer who also often served as a 
rabbi in small communities.

5. A cantor in a synagogue.

6. Religion school for children.

Sephardi Jews 
in Scotland
by harvey Kaplan

MOST Jews in Scotland are descended from 
Ashkenazi immigrants from central and eastern 
Europe—from the former Russian Empire, 

Germany and Austria. Unusually, there has never been 
a Sephardi congregation in Scotland, unlike in London 
and Manchester, where there are Spanish and Portuguese 
congregations, as well as groups of immigrants from the 
Middle East and North Africa.

Nevertheless, a small number of Sephardi Jews have 
settled in Scotland over the years, and we can identify some 
of these Sephardim from the records.

Some of the first Jewish settlers in Scotland in the 18th 
century were Sephardi Jews studying at the universities as, 
unusually for the time, Scottish universities did not require 
a Christian oath at matriculation. For example, in 1739 
Levi de Castro Sarmento graduated from Marischal College 
in Aberdeen.

In the 1881 census, auctioneer Josiah Saqui is listed as 
living in Glasgow and in 1885, Reuben Judah Hardoon from 
Turkey was naturalised in Edinburgh. Joseph Eschkenazi and 
his wife Sarah Spina settled in Glasgow in 1890 after they 
had married the previous year in Malta. In the 1901 census, 
they are listed as Turkish-born, living in South Shamrock 
Street in the Gorbals with their six Glasgow-born children. 
He was recorded as being a cigarette maker.

Around 1910, the Azouz family arrived in Glasgow 
from Istanbul. According to his grandson (Bob Emmanuel 
in London), Marco Isaac Azouz was an importer of Turkish 
lace and an exporter of Paisley lace to Turkey. In 1911, 
son Albert Azouz, aged nine, is recorded in the Register 
of Admissions of Gorbals Public School. He is listed as a 
“Mohammedan” from Constantinople! Marco Isaac died in 
1913 and is buried in the Western Necropolis.1

interned
During World War I, Marco’s widow Sarah and some of 

her children were stranded in Turkey while on a visit back to 
Istanbul. Three of her sons were declared enemy aliens and 
sent to a labour camp in Jedburgh, where they were involved 
in cutting timber for the war effort. Sarah returned in 1919 
but the family later moved to London.

The grandson of Marco Isaac, Mark Azouz,2 was articled 
to a firm of solicitors but enlisted in the Royal Air Force in 
1941 when aged 18. He became a pilot and flew with Bomber 
Command and was awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross. 
Later the squadron flew in support of the airborne forces and 
he was killed flying back from Arnhem.

In the 1960s, some Sephardi Jewish families from 
Morocco arrived in Scotland. Gilbert Bengio from 
Casablanca came to Glasgow, via Sunderland yeshiva3 in 
the early 1960s, and worked as a shochet4 and chazan5 at 
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struggling with their stories, their pictures or the technology in general!  

Jewish boxers
TO quote film-maker Elliott Tucker directly: “I’m 
a film-maker and artist residing in London.” He 
has created a most interesting website highlighting 
the East End and there is one section called 
“Ghetto Warriors”, which his take on Jewish 
boxers who came from the area. Unsurprisingly, 
he had included some video clips among his text. 
Well worth a look. www.elliotttucker.com.
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Footsteps in 
the past
by Doreen Berger

A tale of two lewises

THE Birmingham community must be one of the oldest 
in England and, in the opinion of the Jewish Chronicle 
(JC) in 1842, had existed since about 1720. One of 

Birmingham’s most famous sons was the money lender and 
philanthropist, Samuel Lewis.

Some thought he was a hero, others a charlatan. One of 
those who had no time for him, and even plotted his downfall, 
was none other than the famous solicitor, Sir George Henry 
Lewis, his namesake, but most bitter enemy.

Sam was born into poor circumstances at 1 Lower 
Hurst Street on 14 May 18381 and was a self-made man. 
His mother, Sarah, who originated from Bristol, had been a 
Miss Lyons before her marriage. His father, Frederick, who 
was not English, called himself a “Factor”, and perhaps by 
relentless bad luck was imprisoned for debt when Sam was 
three years old.

His only sister, Gertrude, died in the winter months of 
1842 at the age of seven, his father had left the family home 
by the time that Sam was 13 and Sarah supported herself and 
her son as best she could by taking in lodgers.

The young man became a traveller in the jewellery trade, 
and mother and son moved to Pershore Street by 1851 where 
they were able to employ a domestic servant. In July 1861 
Sam was declared bankrupt in the Court in Dublin2 and it 
looked as if he would do no better than his father before him.

Six years later, however, with his marriage in Dublin to 
Ada, the third daughter of Sarah and David Marcus Davis, a 
move to 113 Gower Street, London, the employment of two 
servants, an office in Cork Street in Mayfair and a new career 
as a money lender, he had managed to turn things round.

By 1871 his mother was living in a little style at Vyse 
Street, Birmingham as an “annuitant” and her son had 
become a financial success.3

George Lewis, five years older than his namesake, 
came from a completely different background. He was one 
of eight children and the second of the four sons of James 
Graham Lewis, a solicitor, and his wife, Harriet Davis. He 
was educated privately, articled to his father and admitted as 
a solicitor to the London firm of Lewis & Lewis.

George married Victorine Kann, daughter of Philip Kann 
of Frankfurt, in 1863 and was left a widower with a small 
daughter. He then married in 1867 Elizabeth, daughter of 
Ferdinand Eberstadt of Mannheim, who had ambitions 
as a social hostess, and George’s acceptance with the 
Marlborough House set was the gateway to their success.

Sam’s wife, Ada, was a girl of great style and sparkling 
personality. She came from a musical family and took part in 
the annual concert at the Irish Academy of Music 18 months 

before her marriage. She, too, had ambitions as a society 
hostess and gave many a soirée at the beautiful mansion in 
Grosvenor Square that Sam and Ada moved to. Her sister, 
the glamorous songwriter Hope Temple, often entertained 
their guests, or those who felt able to accept the invitation 
of the wife of the wealthy money lender.

Nearby, at Portland Place, Mrs George Lewis was 
gathering together the popular musicians of the day while 
her sister, Marie Joshua, was one of the most important of 
the London hostesses. Of course, this social rivalry may have 
been a coincidence and had nothing to do with the fact that 
Samuel and George, later Sir George, were on a perpetual 
collision course in the English courts.

Money lending issues
In 1890 the JC4 complained that the well-known novelist 

James Payn had changed the name of a money lender in a 
factual story in his latest novel to that of “Mr Samuel Lewis”.

The profession of money lending never had a good name, 
often leading to accusations that most money lenders were 
Jews, and Sam was one of the most well known among them. 
His name came up time after time in court in connection with 
granting unsecured loans at high rates of interest.

When George Lewis gave evidence in March 1898 before 
the parliamentary committee on money lending, he did not 
hesitate to try and discredit Sam, and even the committee 
chairman observed that the evidence did less than justice to 
the Jewish community. 

The solicitor did say that while many of the money 
lenders were Jews, they were sternly condemned by the 
community as a whole, which was keenly sensitive on this 
subject.

A month later he published a letter in The Times4 making 
a specific accusation against Sam, whom he said had charged 
a young undergraduate 800 per cent for a loan of £550, and 
calling him a curse to society. Sam, however, refused to 
rise to the bait.

Samuel Lewis went from strength to strength, his clients 
including the eighth Duke of Beaufort, members of the 
Jockey Club, the second Viscount Esher, the fifth Earl of 
Lonsdale, the fourth Marquess of Ailesbury (who brought 
his family to ruin) and the 20th Earl of Shrewsbury. He used 
to declare that he “lent to the lord to give to the poor”. Sam 
was, also, an inveterate gambler, who was reported to have 
won a fortune at the gaming tables of Monte Carlo.5

Samuel Lewis’s entry in the Jewish Encyclopedia
c 1903, now available online
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However, he did, at last, decide to retire, but died a few 
months later on 13 January 1901 and was buried at the Jewish 
Cemetery at Golders Green. He left an estate of £2.5 million 
and more than £1 million to both Jewish and non-Jewish 
charities, although The Tablet wrote that the suggestion to 
the Chief Rabbi that not all the bequests should be accepted, 
as Sam was a usurer, was ridiculous because Sam was “an 
honest usurer”.

His enemy, Sir George Henry Lewis, acted for the 
aristocracy most of his life, and his career included 
representing Lord Alfred Douglas, advising the Prince 
of Wales during the divorce of Sir Charles Mordaunt, 
representing the defendants in the Tranby Croft baccarat 
scandal and acting as mediator between Lady Brooke, Lord 
Charles Beresford and the prince.

Knighted
He was knighted in 1892, received a baronetcy 10 years 

later at King Edward VII’s coronation and was made a 
Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (CVO) in 1905. He 
died of leukaemia on 7 December 1911 and is buried at the 
Willesden Jewish Cemetery. His personal wealth, however, 
could in no way be compared to that of Sam.

Ada married again in 1904, this time to an army officer 
half her age, James Montagu Hill, and earned the gratitude of 
the prince by her liberal donations to his charities. She died 
two years later and left large amounts to charity, her second 
husband remarrying only four months later.

Ironically, in Brighton and Hove both the Lewises were 
remembered. The number 681 bus was named for Sir George 
Lewis and the number 682 for Sam.
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500 years of london history online 
Q THE london Metropolitan archives and the 
Guildhall library Manuscripts section are working in 
partnership with ancestry to digitise genealogical sources.
 More than  11 million parish register entries are already 
available at Ancestry.co.uk along with poor law sources 
which include workhouse records.
 Further records to be added in the coming months including 
additional poor law documents relating to the administration 
of poor relief, including more workhouse registers from 1834 
onwards and London school admissions containing records 
from 843 individual London schools dating from the early 
Victorian times through to 1911, providing admission and 
personal details for millions of London students.

If you fancy 
a drink in 
Ramsgate, 
make sure 
you stop at 
this hostelry, 
complete with 
mock Hebrew 
on the coat of 
arms. Moses 
Montefiore
bought a 
mansion with 
24 acres of 
land on the 
East Cliff 
of the then 
fashionable 
seaside town 
of Ramsgate in 
1831

‘Pint of best bitter, m’lord?’

Jeanette Rosenberg was in 
Frankfurt accompaning one 

of her cousins to the  
placing of a stolpersteine 

for her grandfather 
Otto Isidor Wolf.

The city has an active 
stolpersteine group— 

laying new stones every 
year since 2003.

 Their website is available 
in English at www.

stolpersteine-frankfurt.de.

Deep down and personal . . . 

See Jeanette’s article on page 29

SOMETHiNG NEW
SHEMOT regular Ann Rabinowitz has decided to 
try her hand at writing a blog on the JC’s website, 
http://thejc.com. You can see her first posting by 
clicking on BLOGS then YOUR BLOGS. She has 
some ideas involving serialising stories told to her 
by her mother about growing up in Manchester.
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THE inscription on the last plaque is from the Old Testament, 
Isaiah 56:5: Even to them will I give in my house and within 
my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of 
daughters. I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not 
be cut off.
 For the genealogist there is not only an information 
board but also 18 brass plaques listing family names It was 
interesting to see personal memorial stones had been placed 
on top of the memorial, following the Jewish custom of 

leaving a stone when visiting a grave. The German inscription  
mourns the deportation and murder of Jewish inhabitants of 
Heidelberg.
 There is now a modern Jewish cultural centre and 
synagogue in the town with an up-to-date website, in 
German, at www.jkg-heidelberg.org.
Jüdische Kultusgemeinde Heidelberg K.d.ö.R.
Häusserstrasse 10-12, 69115 Heidelberg
Tel: 0049 622 190 5240.

HEIDELBURG was one of the first cities in German that embraced the Nazi ideology. Indeed, the university opposite the site 
gained land when the synagogue was destroyed. There is little left of the original Jewish presence here, but there is a new 
synagogue. Synagogenplatz is a memorial based on the site of a synagogue that was burnt down during Kristallnacht in 1938.  
After the synagogue’s destruction the Jewish community was forced to pay the cost of the clean-up. Located on the corner of 
Lauerstraße and Grosse Mantelgaße, its design follows the original layout of the synagogue, which was built in 1877. Paving 
stones indicate the position of the walls and 12 stone cubes show the location of the pews and represent the 12 tribes of Israel.
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This year in 
Chernivtsi
by harold Jarvis

When I joined the JGSGB in 1994 I was greeted by a 
letter from the late Ronny Brickman, then Editor 
of Shemot who accepted my first contribution, 

“A visit to post-Glasnost Chernivtsy”. This was the tale of 
a nightmare journey to the town where I came from, the 
interrogation for two hours by the NKDV and the disillusion 
of the abject misery in this once beautiful city.

In June I attended a meeting at the Wiener Library entitled 
“Czernowitz in Jewish memory” where Professor Marianne 
Hirsch, Professor of English and Comparative Literature at 
Columbia University launched her latest book, Ghosts of 
Home, written in conjunction with her husband Leo Spitzer, 
and based on visits to the town with her mother, a native.

We had arranged to meet before the lecture where I was 
able to give her several contributions I had made for Shemot.
Marianne suggested that I might be interested in becoming 
a member of a worldwide group which shared a personal 
attachment to the town. Some members were now actively 
engaged in the restoration of the enormous Jewish cemetery.

Documentation
At the same time I became involved with the Moderator 

Jerome Shatten in Vancouver who published my first effort 
on http://czernowitz.ehpes.com/ where scrolling down in the 
Menu section: “Stories, histories and trip reports” it is listed 
as item 32. “An index of Harry Jarvis documents” is listed 
as item 32a and is now housed in the Wiener Library which 
collects material related to the Holocaust. Some years ago 
I was unable to leave my large, lifelong collection with the 
JGSGB as the present new library did not exist.

In England, the Wiener Library has listed these under: 
Documents, family papers 19th C accessed with number 
1617. Item 32b “Relative values and poetic licence” is now 
included because of the interest in the Czernowitzer poet 
Paul Celan, a close friend of my cousin Erich Einhom and 
his mention by name in Todesfuge.1

I continued my searches2 and was sent details of the grave 
of my paternal grandmother Berta Jaslowitz Geb Sommer 
(1872-1933) and my maternal grandmother Rifka Singer 
(1867-1939) together with the exact number of the plot, 
somewhere in 30 acres. From a photograph of the cleaned 
stone it is evident of the heavily overgrown, neglected state 
of the land around it.

The restoration work is being carried out by the 
Czernowitz Jewish Cemetery Restoration Organisation 
(CJCRO)3 to which I am now a subscribing member.

The task is undertaken by Ukrainian workers, who are 
paid in dollars, a worldwide group of volunteers and the 
ASF, an acronym for Aktion Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste,4 
a German, non-governmental organisation wishing to atone 
for the crimes committed by the Nazi regime.

This year, Chernivtsi holds a festival of poetry and 
music—the latter in honour of the tenor Josef Schmidt. 
The December 2004 issue5 has my story of “Memories of 
a Pocket Caruso” relating his extraordinary life and tragic 
death in Switzerland.
l The author is a retired anaesthetist and a long-standing 
member of the Society.
REFERENCES
1. Todesfuge (Death Fugue) is a German language poem written by 

Paul Celan and first published in 1948. It describes life in a German 
concentration camp.

2. www.jewishgen.org/databases/cemetery.

3. http://czernowitz.ehpes.com/newcemetery/mission.html.

4. www.asf-ev.de/en/.

5. shemot, Vol. 12, No. 4.

The author’s paternal grandmother’s stone

The inscription on the tombstone of the author’s maternal 
grandmother, received as the magazine was being produced

ORIGINAL ARTICLES WANTED
Please submit any relevant genealogical or 

historical papers to the Editor
bvalman@aol.com
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Presidential 
comment
by anthony Joseph

THIS column was written during the yomim noraim, 
the period between Rosh Hashana [New Year] and 
Yom Kippur [Day of Atonement]) when traditionally 

Jews reflect on their failings and resolve to try and do better 
next year. It is also permitted in the soul-searching to note 
any positive achievements.

Each year at this time I ponder on part of the solemn 
liturgy that makes claims about, “Who shall live, who shall 
prosper and who shall die ”. The scriptures teach that at Rosh 
Hashana a person’s fate is decreed and on Yom Kippur it is 
sealed, but by appropriate spiritual activity between these 
two dates, any adverse severe decree may be rescinded.

The message concerning “Who shall live or die” is to 
be seen in an allegoric sense but I remind myself that this is 
just the information (albeit in past tense . . . “who has lived, 
who has died” . . .) we genealogists spend so much of our 
time investigating.

Sometimes I am tempted to wish that the religious texts 
were a little more detailed in their analysis rather than 
just a broad, if majestic, canvas of ideas: it could save us 
much laborious effort that we invest in trying to uncover 
information about our ancestors and relatives. In my own 
immediate family folklore I am also reminded that my 
paternal grandfather, a keen bridge player, used to complain 
that the Yom Kippur Al Heit [a specific list of sins] did not 
include what was for him the most heinous of all: trumping 
your partner’s ace!

intellectual fascination
Genealogy has always offered intellectual fascination and 

scope to develop problem-solving skills. In our culture, too, 
when a researcher is looking for purely maternally driven 
ancestry there is a strong likelihood that they are hoping to 
uncover a Jewish forbear somewhere, appropriately placed 
to confer a Jewish status on the enquirer.

Occasionally, genealogical investigation has practical 
applications such as helping to trace heirs to assets in cases 
of intestacy. Another sociological use has occurred in my 
medical working for the past 10 years. 

I have been attached to a service that deals primarily 
with homeless individuals. We try to get these people “back 
on the ladder” and a birth certificate is often the first step to 
restoring lost identity for social security and similar benefits.

Somehow it emerged casually during my early period 
with the team that I was a genealogist and was familiar 
with the ways of the General Register Office (GRO) and 
its recording systems. It was not long before I acquired 
an additional out-of-hours workload to look for the birth 
certificates of many of our patients. I am also fortunate 
in having a Regular User status with the GRO which 
gives me privileged access to data less than 50 years old.  

 It was possible for me to receive birth certificates for 
people born in the past half-century without having to supply 
details of their parentage, etc. In not a few cases the patients 
themselves, for numerous reasons, could not supply such 
full information without which the GRO usually declines 
to issue copies of birth certificates.

I started on a whimsical but sombre reflection associated 
with a Jewish major festival season but I would like to finish 
with some positive thoughts and a challenge for the future. 
One of the strengths of the computer-based technologies that 
now dominate genealogical researching is that disseminating 
data widely is much easier. 

If someone has put together a family history it is 
comparatively easy and usually within affordable means to 
publish it from their own home.

Fortunate
I am in the fortunate position of not infrequently 

receiving a copy of these amateur productions, possibly 
for having assisted the researcher at some point in their 
quest for data. I am always impressed with the quality of 
these personal publications which are usually sensitive, 
informative and tell a worthwhile tale. 

Quite often my response in thanking the donor for 
including me in their mailing list is to suggest that they join 
the JGSGB and offer their story to our Editor for possible 
use as an article for Shemot.

The JGSGB has moved strongly forward since its 
inception and is now a major player, both on the Anglo-
Jewish cultural scene and in the worldwide field of Jewish 
genealogy. It also interacts in a significant and harmonious 
way with non-Jewish genealogical researching. This is 
happening because we have had the immense good fortune 
to have attracted a magnificent pool of talent and the hard 
work of numerous individuals dedicated to our society’s 
common good.

This happy situation should not be taken for granted as 
automatically sustainable. Every member of the JGSGB can 
ask him or herself: what could I do to enhance the functioning 
of our society? With such an attitude we should be well 
placed to continue to progress and serve the interests of a 
continuingly developing communal interest in genealogy.

Happy 
Chanukah 
from all at 

Shemot
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Knowles collection: connecting Jewish families may be accessed free 
of charge at www.familysearch.org. It is a compilation of records built 
upon the work of Isobel Mordy who documented the lives of Jews in 
the British Isles.

Genealogy of yanniote Jews. Jews from Ioannina, a small Greek city near 
the Albanian border. It was home to Jews for more than 1,300 years from 
the eighth century until the present.

Using facebook as a genealogy tool.

Geospatial genealogy: visualizing and exploring ancestral places. 
Traditional genealogical records and databases can be linked with 
online mapping programmes such as Google earth. This may enable 
genealogists to locate the exact places where an ancestor lived, where 
they married, etc. without actually travelling there.
The myth of impossible proof: modern genealogy methods and a 
holocaust fraud. The author describes how genealogical research 
exposed a fraudulent story of a Belgian child during World War II.

world war ii arrivals in switzerland. The Geneva Cantonal Archives.

LOS ANGELES

Roots Key Vol 30, Issue 2 Summer 2010

los angeles: Jews past, present and future.

This is a special issue for the 30th International Conference on Jewish 
Genealogy, los Angeles, California 11-16 July 2010. It includes “Building 
the Jewish Community”.

The american dream: hollywood and the californian lifestyle.

Jewish neighbourhoods.

The Post-war period and today.

resources for research in los angeles which provides addresses of 
libraries, cemeteries and other centres for research.

NEW YORK

Dorot Vol 31, No. 3 Spring 2010

accessing U.s. passport files—their value and the process. American 
passport applications are available on the ancestry.com database. 
However passports from 1925 are still housed at the U.S. State 
Department in Washington. The author describes his research.

online news gives some useful websites including the 1940 U.S. census 
recently released.

WASHINGTON

Mishpacha Vol 29, No.4 Fall 2010

Monument to Jewish chaplains to be erected at arlington national 
cemetery . Arlington Cemetery, www.cygnet.org/anc2008/.

Abstracts—continued from page 34



44—Shemot, Volume 18, 3

An East End 
website to 
treasure
PHILIP Walker has put together a website that will 

gladden the heart of anyone who has an interest in the 
former Jewish East End of London. His mother’s life, 

growing up in the area, was the inspiration for the website 
and it is dedicated to her memory. He particularly wished to 
chronicle her experiences and those of others like her before 
they passed from living memory. 

The website was created in 2003, . . . and like Topsy “it 
just growed”. To date the site has received almost one million 
hits and he has lost count of the number of questions he has 
received—all of which he tries to answer. 

Philip has also been a guest speaker at one of the Society’s 
AGMs, has given talks to many other Jewish organisations 
and regularly organises and leads Jewish walks for his South 
London synagogue and others.

He is also the website officer for the Jewish East End 
Celebration Society (JEECS) and is jointly responsible, with 

his brother David, for their evocative magazine, The Cable, 
named after Cable Street.

JEECS, among other activities, offers talks and seminars 
and they organise guided walks around the East End. For 
those among us who were born and brought up around 
Commercial Street, these can be quite a nostalgic experience 
due to the amount of changes that have already taken place.

For non-computer wizards the site is a joy and easy to 
navigate. Philip thinks about a topic and then writes about 
it. Articles are usually between 300-500 words, with added 
photos and stuff where possible. 

Additional links are highlighted in blue. Topics include 
Jewish history, synagogues, rabbis, food, market stalls, 
history, shops and walks. Many items are personal and this 
is what makes this site so interesting because it gives the 
viewer every aspect and sensation except the smell!

The site also highlights the virtue of keeping things 
simple: there are no complex graphics, no adverts, just 
solid information and memories. Genealogically, there are 
several items that may be of use to researchers, not so much 
in terms of individual data, but because Philip has described 
the many shops, schools and institutions our ancestors may 
have used. Access to the site is through www.jewisheastend.
com and JEECS can be contacted through www.jeeks.org.uk. 
For those of you who are not familiar with either of  these 
sites, give yourselves a treat.       MIKE GORDON

Memorial stone naming the great 
and the good buried in Alderney 

Road Cemetery

l A “revolutionary” 
website states: 
“In July 1884, 
the first socialist 
newspaper in 
Yiddish appeared, 
Poilishe Yidl, under 
the sponsorship of 
Morris Winchevsky 
and E Rabbinowitz. 
 However, 
Rabbinowitz took 
adverts, religious 
and commercial, 
which Winchevsky 
disapproved of.  
 The end came 
when an advert 
from the local 
liberal candidate, 
Samuel Montagu, 
was published .  

The Yiddish newspaper, Worker’s 
Friend, published in the East End

 After their partnership ended, Winchevsky founded the 
arbeter fraint (Worker’s Friend), the socialist paper which 
Rudolf Rocker was eventually to edit. Soon, its propaganda 
made itself felt. Radical organisations allied themselves 
and grew with the journal. The International Workingman’s 
Association was formed and opened a club in Berner Street, 
offering a base for radical and trade union movements. 
 Although the arbeter fraint was militantly opposed to 
religious practice, even those who continued in religious 
observance found a meeting place in the club.


